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Think You Know Chocolate?  
Challenge your chocolate knowledge in our most indulgent temporary exhibition yet!

Agift for the gods. A symbol of wealth and luxury. An 
economic livelihood. Bonbons, hot fudge, and candy 
bars. For thousands of years, humans have been  

fascinated with the delicious phenomenon we call “chocolate.”  
Today, most of us know it as a candy or sweet dessert. But this 
wasn’t always so, as you’ll come to see in our new temporary 
exhibition Chocolate, which reveals the rich natural and cultural 
history of one of the world’s favorite treats.

Intriguing Evolution

Learn all about chocolate (etymologists trace the word to the Aztec  

“xocoatl”)—its origin in the rainforest, its role in the history of various  

cultures, how it is manufactured and the technology that makes it possible, 

and even the ways it has been sold to the masses through the years. 

With more than 200 objects and highly detailed replicas including  

pre-Columbian ceramics, plus European silver and porcelain servers,  

immersive components, interactives, and media, this exhibition has all  

the ingredients you need to explore the plant (the Theobroma cacao tree),  
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the products, and the culture of chocolate though the lenses of botany and  

ecology, anthropology and economics, popular culture, and conservation. 

How did humans first come to taste and ferment the bitter seeds of the cacao 

tree? When did the ancient Maya first turn it into a frothy, spicy drink, to be used 

in royal and religious ceremonies? Why was cacao so coveted by other cultures, 

particularly the Aztec, that it became a valuable article of trade? And learn how  

the European conquest and the addition of sugar changed chocolate forever, and 

how this required the use of forced labor on colonial plantations to meet demand.  

Initially, cacao was a treat only the very wealthy could afford, with the upper  

classes sipping the warm drink from exquisitely designed porcelain cups in 

homes and chocolate houses across Europe. 

Made for the Masses

Technological advances during the Industrial Revolution in conjunction with 

advertising played a major role in chocolate’s transformation from an expensive 

luxury to an affordable product for everyone. Look through vintage candy molds, 

advertisements, and packaging that reflect this. You can even see how chocolate 

has played a role in diplomacy and military history. And today, while chocolate con-

sumption spans the world, the cacao tree is still only grown in a few spots near the 

Equator, in the shade of larger canopy trees. Explore how the future of sustainable 

cacao farming lies in protecting its natural rainforest habitat and genetic diversity.

Larry Ralph, director of education enterprises and traveling exhibits, says, “We 

wanted to bring Chocolate to the Museum because of its perfect fit with our food 

initiative programming, following in the footsteps of past exhibits here such as  

Innovation in the Art of Food: Chef Ferran Adrià; Our Global Kitchen: Food, Nature, 

Culture; The Photography of Modernist Cuisine: Images by Nathan Myhrvold; and 

What I Eat: Around the World in 25 Diets. And Valentine’s Day being just around 

the corner only sweetens the picture.”

As you’ll soon discover, there’s much more to this coveted confection than  

M&M’s® and Hershey bars. Raise your chocolate IQ and engage your senses  

in Chocolate, on exhibit through May 7. (Presented in English and Spanish.)  

Chocolate and its national tour were developed by The Field Museum, Chicago. This exhibition was supported,  
in part, by the National Science Foundation. Free with Exhibit Halls admission. Free for members.

Continued from cover

Addicted to Chocolate?  
Plenty of people say they are “addicted” to chocolate, but scientists say there is little 

evidence that it is chemically habit-forming. Another myth is chocolate’s “physical 

rush.” Although it contains stimulants including theobromine and caffeine, there aren’t 

enough to significantly affect the brain and nervous system. Chocolate does contain 

cannabinoids, but one would need to eat 25 pounds in one sitting to feel any real  

effect! And here’s one you might appreciate—chocolate contains carbohydrates that 

can raise serotonin levels in the brain and lead to a feeling of well-being. 

Chocolate  On Exhibit January 29 – May 7  |  Member Preview January 28

Many find  chocolate’s  aroma tantalizing. Do you? 
(Rub this image  for scent!)

Photos (top to bottom) © The Trustees of the British Museum; © Jean-Etienne 
Liotard: DasSchokoladenmadchen; Gemäldegalerie Alte Meister, Staatliche 

Kunstsammlungen Dresden; © Lindt & Sprüngli, Switzerland



The brain is perhaps the most important part of the  

human body; it is the control tower sitting at the top,  

sending important messages to ensure that everything  

functions. It’s also a mystery that experts are beginning to 

unlock thanks to continually evolving modern technology.  

Explore this relationship between the brain and technology 

with scientists and engineers in the field, hands-on activities, 

and more throughout the Museum Friday, March 17, and  

Saturday, March 18, during Health Fair: Brain Works.

Much to Do, More to Learn

Gain insight from a whole host of activities and speakers  

as various topics are explored, such as technology for brain  

mapping (fMRI) and other related concepts. Learn about 

interfacing with our brains through traditional analog inputs 

(our senses) and ways that use modern technology. Among 

the available activities: an opportunity to touch an actual  

human brain! “The human brain is one of the most  

fascinating and mysterious organs in the human body,”  

says Justin Harris, Hall of Human Life program manager  

and organizer of the Health Fair.  

“We live in an exciting time where scientists are just beginning 

to learn all the intricacies of how our brain works—what the 

different pieces do and how they come together to make you 

who you are. At just around three pounds, the adult human 

brain consumes about 20% of all the energy we need to use 

each day. As you read this sentence your brain is thinking  

about itself—imagine that!”

Exploring the Brain in the Technology Age
The Museum’s annual Health Fair will really get inside your head!

Brain Awareness Week

This event coincides with Brain Awareness Week, a worldwide 

program that brings attention to advances in brain science and 

advocates for more funding. Launched by the Dana Alliance  

for Brain Initiatives and co-organized by the Society for  

Neuroscience, Brain Awareness Week is observed through  

similar events around the world. But you don’t have to travel  

any farther than 1 Science Park to put on your thinking cap  

and explore a world of wonder: your brain!   

Free with Exhibit Halls admission. Free for members. For more information:  
mos.org/events.

Vacation Week at the Museum
Schools might close during February vacation, but that 

doesn’t mean learning has to slow down. Challenge your 

mind and have fun doing it with special activities  

that put your ingenuity and  

creativity to the test!  

National Engineers Week  

takes place throughout  

the Museum February  

19 — 25. For more  

information, visit  

mos.org/events. 

Photo © Nicolaus Czarnecki

Health Fair: Brain Works    March 17 and 18



Out-of-This-World Expedition  
Inspirational new IMAX® film propels you deep into the final frontier!

When the Space Shuttle Program was retired in 2011, many 

people assumed that space exploration had come to an end. 

But that’s been far from the case as NASA continues what  

its pioneers began and now aims for even greater heights— 

including sending astronauts to Mars! Experience the  

next great era of deep space exploration when Journey  

to Space opens February 3 on New England’s only 

IMAX® Dome screen.

Breaking through the Final Frontier

Your guide for this ultimate space mission?  

Patrick Stewart, who led viewers through a fictional  

version of the final frontier as Capt. Jean-Luc Picard on 

Star Trek: The Next Generation, narrates this captivating 

production highlighting how much the NASA program 

has already accomplished, what’s happening now, and 

the eye-popping plans for the future! As you watch,  

gain an understanding of the Space Shuttle Program and 

its 135 missions that paved the way for understanding how 

we live and operate in space.

Astronaut Chris Ferguson, who commanded the final 

shuttle mission, shares his memories of an experience 

only a select few have had. And Serena Aunon, a new 

astronaut chosen for future flights, explains what 

it feels like to be on the brink of something truly 

out-of-this-world.

Spectacular space footage completes the 

uplifting journey—including unique views  

of Earth and human-made space objects 

such as the Hubble Space Telescope and 

the International Space Station.



Reaching Mars Sooner Than You Think

Journey to Space comes to the Museum at a pivotal moment, 

just a few months after former President Barack Obama  

declared in John F. Kennedy-fashion that humans would 

reach Mars by 2030. Discover how we’ll accomplish this  

excursion to the red planet and acquaint yourself with the 

new machines soon to be household names in this next 

thrilling chapter of space exploration.

Feel the awesome power of the Space Launch System (SLS),  

a giant rocket that will carry spacecraft, Mars landers, and  

ascent vehicles to bring astronauts to the surface of the 

planet. SLS will generate over 9 million pounds of thrust and 

will launch hardware into orbit equivalent to the weight of  

22 elephants. Get to know Orion, the first spacecraft  

designed to carry humans on long-duration, deep-space  

exploration missions, and Olympus, an early-concept  

inflatable transportation habitat that will house these  

explorers for a lengthy amount of time in a new world.  

And yes, they get to return!

“No longer science fiction, a human 

mission to Mars is in the planning 

stages, and major steps are being  

taken to make it a reality within  

a generation,” says Bob Kresser,  

CEO of co-producer K2 

Films. “Our goal in making 

this film was to tie together 

the actual hardware being 

built with the tremendous  

planning under way that will 

make the next steps in space 

exploration the most far- 

reaching in our history.”

We are only a handful of generations 

removed from a time when even reaching 

the sky seemed impossible. And now only the laws 

of physics can limit what human beings can accomplish  

in the stars. See for yourself in Journey to Space, launching 

February 3 at the Museum of Science!  

Journey to Space is co-produced and co-distributed by K2 Films, Inc. and Giant 
Screen Films. Presented by Toyota Motor Sales USA and The Boeing Company. 
Presented in partnership with the Giant Dome Theater Consortium.

Sponsored by    

Journey to Space   Opens February 3 in Omni

MARS



Calendar of Events
February – March 2017
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 Exlusive Member Event

February March

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS
Information is subject to change.  
Please confirm all dates and times:  
617-723-2500, mos.org.

Eight Flavors
Food historian Sarah Lohman shares how  
our nation’s cuisine was shaped over the  
centuries by eight flavors. With reception  
and book signing. 7:00 p.m.  

Journey to Space Opens
IMAX® Film—Go on an out-of-this-world 
adventure to celebrate humanity’s  
accomplishments in space exploration  
and what's still to come, including astronauts 
visiting Mars! M  !   $  

Book Club for the Curious
Join a discussion about The Hidden Life of 
Trees by Peter Wohlleben. Cambridge  
Innovation Center. 5:30 p.m.

SEED: The Untold Story
Follow passionate farmers, scientists, lawyers, 
and indigenous seed keepers in this riveting 
film that tells the story of an effort to protect 
the future of our food. 7:00 p.m.

School Vacation Week Begins 
Exhibit Halls are open: 
Saturday – Thursday; 9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
Friday; 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
Saturday; 9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Note: Hours subject to change; call or check  
mos.org to confirm.

Da Vinci – The Genius Closes 
Don’t miss the final opportunity to see this 
exhibition featuring insight into Leonardo’s 
mind and much more. 

3
Friday

Astronomy After Hours Returns
See spectacular live views of our corner of 
the cosmos, weather permitting. 8:30 – 10:00 
p.m. Fridays through November.  

Book Club for the Curious
Join a discussion about Now: The Physics  
of Time by Richard A. Muller. Cambridge  
Innovation Center. 5:30 p.m. 

Health Fair: Brain Works
Join Museum educators and guest engineers 
as they explore advances in brain research 
through technology. Includes hands-on  
activities and more.10:00 a.m. Also Friday, 
March 17; 9:30 a.m. 

Life, Animated
See the incredible documentary about  
a young man with autism who was unable  
to speak until his family discovered a unique 
way to communicate through Disney  
animated films. With reception and book  
signing. 6:30 p.m. M   

3
Friday

9
Thursday

29
Wednesday

18
Saturday

SYMBOL KEY

M   Members may reserve tickets in advance and/or 
receive discounts. 

!   Reservations are either required or  
strongly recommended. 

$  A fee is associated with this event or exhibit.

1
Wednesday

15
Wednesday

18
Saturday

26
Sunday

9
Thursday
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Exhibit Halls 
For more information: 617-723-2500, mos.org/exhibits. 

New! Chocolate 
Through Sunday, May 7 
Discover the unique cacao tree whose seeds started it all, 
unearth the origins of chocolate consumption, and discover 
how chocolate was transformed from a bitter drink of kings 
into the chocolate we love today.  

Last Chance! Da Vinci – The Genius 
Through Sunday, February 26
See the most comprehensive Leonardo da Vinci  
exhibition to tour the world and explore the fundamental 
scientific and artistic principles he discovered. 

Yawkey Gallery on the Charles River 
Learn about the natural and engineered worlds with 
this permanent exhibition that takes advantage of the 
Museum’s unique Charles River location.

Butterfly Garden
Explore a living exhibit filled with sunlight, plants,  
and free-flying butterflies. Timed tickets required.  
Member price: $5.

Thrill Ride 360°
Take a ride on a roller coaster you design in this  
full-motion experience! Timed tickets required.  
Member price: $5.

FEATURED PRESENTATION

Live presentations are offered throughout the day  
every day in the Exhibit Halls. For current  
schedules: 617-723-2500, mos.org/daily-schedule. 

Afternoon Report
Daily; 2:30 p.m.
Join our on-stage anchor in the Gordon Current  
Science & Technology Center for a rapid-fire news  
report touching on the latest science headlines.

Generously supported by Cabot Corporation.

Special Hours

Exhibit Halls hours are extended during 
February School Vacation Week: 

Saturday, February 18 – Thursday, February 23
9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Friday, February 24
9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Saturday, February 25
9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
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Charles Hayden Planetarium 

For showtimes and tickets: 617-723-2500, mos.org.  
Shows run approximately 35 – 45 minutes. Member price: $5.

FEATURED SHOWS

Magic Tree House® Space Mission
Brother-and-sister duo Jack and Annie embark on  
a wondrous journey of adventure and learning to  
answer questions about space.

Undiscovered Worlds:  
The Search Beyond Our Sun
The discovery of exoplanets—the thousands of known 
planets that orbit stars beyond the Sun—may lead us 
closer to finding an Earth-like world.  
Produced by the Museum of Science.

Explore: The Universe
Leave Earth behind and blast off to explore our solar 
system, the Milky Way, and beyond. Journey through the 
cosmos with a Planetarium educator as your star pilot.

Music Under the Dome
Friday and Saturday evenings
Join us in the Charles Hayden Planetarium and experience 
one of our innovative and immersive music offerings.

Mugar Omni Theater
Featuring New England’s only IMAX® Dome screen.  
For showtimes, tickets, and a complete list of films now  
playing: 617-723-2500, mos.org. Shows run approximately  
50 minutes. Member price: $5.

Sponsored by  

FEATURED FILMS

New! Journey to Space
Opens Friday, February 3
Patrick Stewart narrates this celebration of NASA’s 
Space Shuttle Program and the plans for ushering in a 
new era of unprecedented deep space exploration.

Extreme Weather
Storm chaser and award-winning giant-screen filmmaker 
Sean Casey takes you to the edge of a 300-foot-tall 
calving glacier, the front lines of massive wildfires, and 
into the path of deadly tornadoes. 

Last Chance! Dolphins 
Through Thursday, February 2 
How do we know what we know about dolphins? Join 
marine biologists on a deep-sea swim to observe the 
lives of dolphins in the wild.

National Parks Adventure
Visit Yellowstone, Yosemite, the Everglades, and more  
on the 100th anniversary of the National Park Service. 

Gilliland Observatory
Free, thanks to the generosity of the Lowell Institute.

Astronomy After Hours
Fridays beginning March 3; 8:30 – 10:00 p.m.
On clear nights, view stars, planets, the Moon, and  
other astronomical phenomena from the roof of the  
Museum’s garage! On cloudy nights, tour the inside of  
our Observatory and participate in astronomy-related 
activities run by our knowledgeable staff. For more details 
and weather-related closure information, call our hotline 
at 617-589-0267, updated by 5:30 p.m. every Friday. 



4-D Theater
For showtimes and tickets: 617-723-2500, mos.org.  
Shows run approximately 15 minutes. Member price: $5.

New! Ice Age: No Time for Nuts 4-D
Join Scrat, Ice Age’s resident nut-crazed saber-toothed 
squirrel, as he time travels in his zaniest adventure to 
date, Ice Age: No Time for Nuts 4-D.

ICE AGE™ & © 2017 Twentieth Century Fox Film Corporation. All Rights 
Reserved.

 Thomas & Friends™  
4-D: Bubbling Boilers!
Join Thomas & Friends in this thrilling 4-D  
adventure as they encounter big surprises while  
racing to an exciting celebration on Sodor. 

© 2017 Gullane (Thomas) Limited.

Wild Survivors: Animals in 4-D 
Filled with jaw-dropping sequences in digital 3-D with 
added special effects, this film takes a never-before-seen 
look at the ingenious tactics animals have developed to 
survive and thrive in a danger-filled world.

© BBC 2017

Sign up for Summer Courses!

Looking for stimulating fun for your kids this 
summer? It’s not too early to sign up for a 
week (or more!) of science courses running 
July – August. 

Students entering grades 1 – 8 can choose 
from morning or afternoon classes—or create  
a full day of fun!

• For more information and to register: mos.org/courses.

•  Summer courses are offered early to Museum  
members. Not a member? Join today: 617-723-2500,  
mos.org/members.
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Adult Offerings
For more information: 617-723-2500, mos.org/events. 
Funded in part by the Barbara and Malcolm L. Sherman  
Fund for Adult Programs and by the David and Marion  
Ellis Endowment Fund. 

SUSTAINING LIFE 

An ongoing study of our food and water.

Eight Flavors: The Untold Story  
of American Cuisine 
Wednesday, February 1; 7:00 p.m.
Venture through a unique culinary history of America with 
food historian Sarah Lohman, whose most recent book is 
Eight Flavors: The Untold Story of American Cuisine. She 
has discovered that our nation's cuisine was shaped over 
the centuries by eight flavors, including some surprising 
ones. Hear details about three of these as well as the 
rich past and mysterious tastes of chocolate. Reception 
and book signing to follow.

•  Free, thanks to the generosity of the Lowell Institute.

•  Register in advance at  
mos.org/events.



SEED: The Untold Story 
Wednesday, February 15; 7:00 p.m. 
This revealing documentary follows farmers, scientists, 
lawyers, and indigenous seed keepers who are defend-
ing the future of our food. Seeds feed us, clothe us, and 
provide the raw materials for our everyday lives, but our 
once abundant seed diversity has been reduced to a 
handful of mass-produced varieties predominantly held 
as private property by corporations that control over  
two-thirds of the global seed market. 

• Free, thanks to the generosity of the Lowell Institute. 

•  Advance registration begins Monday, January 30 for  
members: mos.org/events (Wednesday, February 1 for the 
general public). 

ON BEING HUMAN

Exploring the layers of the human experience.

ReelAbilities Film Festival 
Presents Life, Animated
Wednesday, March 29;  
6:30 p.m.
Owen Suskind is a young man 
with autism who was unable to 
speak until he and his fam-
ily discovered a unique way 
to communicate—through 
the world of classic Disney 
animated films. Join Ron 
Suskind, Owen’s father and 
author of the New York 
Times bestseller that  
inspired the film, to  
discover the many ways  

in which stories can help us persevere.  
Reception and book signing to follow.

•  Free, thanks to the generosity of the Lowell Institute.  
Additional funding provided by the Richard S. Morse Fund.

•  Advance registration begins Monday, March 13 for members: 
mos.org/events (Wednesday, March 15 for the general public). 

AND MORE

Find out even more offerings at mos.org/events.

Book Club for the Curious
Thursdays, February 9 and March 9; 5:30 p.m.
Feeling inquisitive? Looking for good conversation? Love 
science and books? Free and open to the public, these 
monthly book discussions focus on science, technology,  
and their impact on society.

•  Location: Cambridge Innovation Center, One Broadway,  
14th Floor, Cambridge, MA.

• February 9: The Hidden Life of Trees by Peter Wohlleben.

•  March 9: Now: The Physics of Time by Richard A. Muller.

•  Presented in partnership with the Cambridge Innovation Center.

Coming Soon!  
Stars of STEM Celebration
Thursday, April 13; 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.

Show your Museum support! Enjoy a celebratory 
evening of dinner, drinks, and interactive  
experiences as we toast the honoree of the 
2017 Stars of STEM—our generous Premier 
Partner MathWorks for its dedication to inspiring 
curious minds of all ages.

Following the dinner, please stay for our second 
annual Sparks After Dark: The Stars of  
STEM Celebration After Party hosted by The 
Innovators. Enjoy dancing, late night snacks,  
science-themed entertainment, and more!

•  For more information: 617-589-0185,  

starsofstem@mos.org, mos.org/starsofstem.

•  Individual ticket includes seated dinner, evening 

program, and after-party admission. (For after-party 

only, please visit mos.org/sparksafterdark.)  

Sponsorship opportunities are available for both.  

Tall Ships Cruises 
Museum of Science members will have a  
special opportunity to view the Tall Ships when 
they visit Boston this June. We are offering 
members-only cruises through the Charles  
River Boat Company. Watch your email for  
more details including the announcement of 
on-sale dates! 



Member Tips

•  Take advantage of extended school vacation week 
hours: mos.org/hours.

•  Bring your current membership card for immediate  
Exhibit Halls entry as well as discounts in the Museum 
garage, store, and café.

•  Reserve tickets in advance. Call 617-723-2500 or  
visit mos.org just a few days before your arrival. Use  
your confirmation email to go straight to your venue.

•  Take public transportation or have a backup plan for  
parking in case the Museum garage reaches capacity.  
See mos.org/parking for ideas.

•  Avoid peak times by arriving before 10:30 a.m. or after 
3:00 p.m. Museum parking is first come, first served. Garage 
payment is by credit or debit card only.

•  Arrive at least one hour before scheduled shows to 
allow time for parking. Late entries to timed shows are not 
permitted.

Create Your Online Account!

The Museum has adopted a new database and 
ticketing system. Set up an online account linked  
to your membership and you will be able to:

• Update your contact information  

• Purchase and print your tickets at home

• Email tickets to a mobile device

•  Upon renewal you will receive electronic passes you  
can redeem online, by phone, or in person.

Go to mos.org/my-account. Enter your email  
address and create a password. On the next 
screen, enter your name as it appears on your 
membership card and click Merge Membership. 
Enter only one name, even if there are two members 
printed on your card.

Questions? Contact the membership department: 
617-589-0180, membership@mos.org.

Events
For more information: 617-723-2500, mos.org/events.

Health Fair: Brain Works
Friday, March 17; 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. and  
Saturday, March 18; 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Join Museum educators and visiting engineers as  
they explore the connection between the brain and 
technology. Educators from the Hall of Human Life and 
throughout the Exhibit Halls will host hands-on activities, 
including an opportunity to touch a real brain!

•  Free with Exhibit Halls admission.

The Amazing Nano Brothers Juggling Show
Most Saturdays through April 29; 
1:00 and 3:00 p.m.
Join virtuoso jugglers Dan and Joel as they provide a 
comical and unforgettable introduction to atoms, mol-
ecules, and nanoscale forces while juggling everything 
from baseball bats to potted plants—even atop seven-
foot unicycles! Who knew physics could be so fun? 

• Free with Exhibit Halls admission.

• Length: 40 minutes.

• Check schedule at mos.org/amazing-nano-brothers.
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The Museum’s exhibitions and educational programs receive 
important support from individual members and donors like you. 
Additional support provided by: 

The Massachusetts 
Cultural Council Media Partner

Museum of Science   617-723-2500   mos.org

The Museum of Science gratefully acknowledges the support of our 
Premier Partners: 

Become an Active Supporter!

The Museum receives financial support in some unique ways. Our members give through climbing, 
running, or supporting those who do.

Lacing Up for Learning

On Monday, April 17, Museum marathoners 
will run the Boston Marathon in support of the 
institution's Traveling Programs, which bring 
Museum-quality educational programming to 
students and educators throughout New Eng-
land. All funds raised by the runners go toward 
program expansion, scholarships, and further 
outreach to schools and communities across 
the Northeast. Meet the runners and support 
the team at mos.org/marathon.

Summiting for Science

Challenge yourself and support the Museum  
by participating in the 11th annual Washburn 
Challenge, a unique fundraising hike of Mount 
Washington on Sunday, July 9. Scale New 
England’s tallest peak using the map created 
by founding Museum director and cartographer 
Bradford Washburn! All money raised supports 
the Museum’s Annual Fund. For more information 
on how to climb, support, or volunteer:  
617-589-4475, mos.org/challenge. 
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3   Huge Support for  
Blue Wing Transformation 
Gwill York, board of trustees chair, generously 

committed $1 million to the Blue Wing Founders 

Fund, which will be used to transform the 

Blue Wing and reinvigorate that experience 

for Museum visitors. Her commitment also 

included a challenge for others to make 

contributions to the fund of six figures or more 

that will be matched by another $100,000 

from York through March 30. Among those 

accepting the challenge were trustees Gretchen 

Fish, Elizabeth Moore, Deborah Dunsire, Rick 

Burnes, and Donald Kaplan. 

4  Assistive Clothing Showcase

During National Disabilities Month in October, 

the Museum hosted the Open Style Lab 

showcase. This event included participants 

from MIT’s ten-week summer course that 

featured four teams—each with an engineer, 

occupational therapist, designer, and client 

with a disability. The teams designed a 

functional and fashionable piece of clothing 

for the client. Team Justin (pictured) designed 

a jacket for the eponymous client who has 

muscular dystrophy and scoliosis.

1   Observation from Above 
Last fall Museum educator Eric O’Dea flew 

on two ten-hour flights aboard NASA’s 

Stratospheric Observatory for Infrared 

Astronomy (SOFIA)—an eight-foot telescope 

attached to the inside of a modified 747. It 

flies a mile higher than most commercial jets 

to get above water vapor in the atmosphere. 

O’Dea witnessed the observatory in action 

and spoke with scientists and engineers who 

made SOFIA possible and use it for research 

that couldn’t be done anywhere else in the 

world. O’Dea said, “I’m excited to share my 

experience with Museum guests!” Follow us 

on social media for more updates like this.

2   Mona Lisa Revealed 
French engineer and optician Pascal Cotte, 

who gained rare access to arguably the world’s 

most famous painting, shared the secrets 

of Mona Lisa he discovered with an eager 

Museum audience during a live presentation 

in the Gordon Current Science & Technology 

Center and at a special event composed of 

The Discoverers and Everest Level Explorers. 

Twenty-five of Cotte’s findings are included in 

the Secrets of Mona Lisa, a major component 

of the traveling exhibition Da Vinci – The 

Genius, on exhibit through February 26 only.

Museum News 

4
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Did You Know? 
The Mona Lisa is the top layer of 
four different portraits of sitting 
women, according to French 
scientist Pascal Cotte, whose 
findings announced in late 2015 
have shaken the art world. Learn 
more in Da Vinci – The Genius.



General Information

DIRECTIONS AND PARKING
•  PLAN AHEAD  A state project on the Longfellow Bridge is rerouting traffic in front of the  

Museum. Please allow extra travel time or consider taking public transportation. For updates:  
mos.org/traveltips.

• Address  1 Science Park, Boston, MA 02114
• Detailed Directions  mos.org/directions 
• Parking  Museum garage parking is available first come, first served. Members receive a discount.

BOSTON DUCK TOURS
Tickets sold on the front plaza. DUCKs depart from the driveway near the T. rex. Tours run daily,  
April – November. For reservations: 617-267-3825, bostonducktours.com. 

EVENT PLANNING
Host your next event at the Museum of Science! Food services provided by Wolfgang Puck  
Catering. For information: 617-589-0125 (Monday – Friday), events@mos.org. Members are  
eligible for special rates.

 ACCESSIBILITY
For information or accommodation requests: 617-589-3102, accessibility@mos.org,  
mos.org/accessibility. Please request ASL interpreters at least two weeks in advance.

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
William and Charlotte Bloomberg Science Education Center

A transformational $50 million gift from Bloomberg Philanthropies solidifies the Museum’s position as 
one of the world’s premier educational institutions by ensuring the ability of our educators to create and 
share world-class exhibits, programs, and K – 12 curricula on a global scale.

Field Trips

For information about Museum field trips and other opportunities for educators, such as the  
Teacher Partner Program: educator-email@mos.org, mos.org/educators.

Traveling Programs

Bring a fun and interactive Museum program to your pre K – 8 school or community center!  
For information and reservations: 617-589-0354, travelingprograms@mos.org,  
mos.org/travelingprograms.
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STAY CONNECTED WITH  
THE MUSEUM COMMUNITY!  

For updates, special offers, and fun science:

Member E-News at membership@mos.org@

Photo © Ian MacLellan

EXHIBIT HALLS HOURS

•   Saturday – Thursday   
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
(Open until 7:00 p.m. July 5 – Labor Day)

•  Friday 
9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.

•  Thanksgiving Eve and Christmas Eve   
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

•  Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day   
Closed

Subject to change and extended during 
Massachusetts school vacations. For  
updates: mos.org/hours.

TICKETS AND MEMBERSHIP

Advance reservations recommended.  
For current prices and to purchase  
tickets: mos.org. 

For membership information: 617-589-0180, 
membership@mos.org, mos.org/members.

QUESTIONS? Call Science  
Central at 617-723-2500.



Sparks!
A Newsletter for Members and Friends of the Museum of Science

Nonprofit Org.

U.S. Postage

PAID

Salem, NH

Permit #151

FEBRUARY – MARCH 2017

LAST CHANCE 
Exhibit Closes February 26 

FREE FOR MEMBERS!

Chocolate: The Exhibition

See cover story
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