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STEM on Screen:  
Engineers Change the World
Heartwarming new IMAX® film inspires kids to become tomorrow’s innovators!
 

Since the dawn of civilization, people have looked at the world and gathered ideas of what could be built 
to make their environment an easier and more interesting place in which to live. From these ideas 
came magnificent devices and structures—some of which greatly changed the course of history.  

Learn about the game changers of yesterday, today, and tomorrow when you watch Dream Big: Engineering 
Our World, now showing in the Mugar Omni Theater, home to New England’s only IMAX® Dome screen.

Inspiring Stories

Meet several impressive innovators in this film created by award-winning MacGillivray Freeman Films and 

narrated by Academy Award winner Jeff Bridges. Among them is Menzer Pehlivan, a Turkish-American  

whose home was destroyed in a devastating earthquake when she was a teenager. This event  

transformed her life goals, and Pehlivan now helps design structures that are more  

resistant to seismic hazards.

Travel with Pehlivan from Seattle to the earthquake-ravaged Nepal, where she works 

with a team in the mountainous nation filled with fragile villages buried under  

rubble. As she collects critical data to help fellow engineers design structures that  

can better withstand these natural forces, she also meets young people  

experiencing what she did many years earlier.

Continued on next page
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• Innovation Through  
  Engineering

• Crazy About Computers

• Cheers for Football Math



Take another trip to the other side of the globe in Haiti, where 

Avery Bang leads a motivated group building a desperately 

needed footbridge that children can use to cross a water  

barrier and reach their school. Feel the joy when the challenge 

becomes a success story. Best of all, the people in Haiti learn 

from Bang’s group so they too can build bridges that will help 

more locals. 

Meet the future of engineering when you go down under  

with a Mississippi high school team competing in the  

Bridgestone World Solar Challenge with a vehicle they  

built—journeying through an exhausting 1,900-mile race  

across Australia.

And the film’s exciting climax brings you back to the United 

States, where you root for the students in the underdog  

robotics club from Carl Hayden High School in Phoenix as 

they take on the likes of heavyweights from MIT and  

Harvard in a heart-pounding competition.

You’ll meet many others along the way, including  

San Francisco engineer Steve Burrows, who is  

exploring the secrets of perhaps the all-time  

greatest engineering feat—the Great Wall  

of China. This ancient marvel offers insights  

that are still valuable today!

STEM on Screen   
Director Greg MacGillivray says his team  

was inspired to make the film—a massive  

undertaking—as a way to answer an ongoing  

two-decade call from those wanting  

to see a large-production film  

about science, technology,  

engineering, and math.

“We wanted…an entertaining, visually spectacular film 

full of stirring human stories, one that energizes kids of 

all kinds, including girls and minorities, to think about  

engineering as something that might be an exciting 

thing to do with their lives and their way to make a  

mark on the world,” MacGillivray says. 

Museum Connection
There is a strong Museum of Science connection to this 

unique film. Museum educator Lydia Beall contributed 

key ideas while MacGillivray was developing content 

for the film and has helped with producing educational 

materials associated with it. Ioannis Miaoulis, Museum 

president and director, also offered guidance to  

make this film as useful as possible for promoting 

STEM education. 

See where great ideas have taken humanity—and  

where we could be headed—in a film filled with thrills, 

touching moments, and inspiration that just might 

make you or the young learners in your life want to  

pursue a career in engineering. Don’t miss Dream Big, 

now showing on the IMAX® Dome screen!  

Dream Big is a MacGillivray Freeman film produced in partnership with  
American Society of Civil Engineers and presented by Bechtel Corporation.

Local Sponsor

Continued from cover

Dream Big   Now Showing in Omni
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There’s no denying it, computers have a major influence  

on our lives! Find out more about them and dig into  

the technology during a two-day festival with impressive  

interactives and appearances by experts in the field  

December 9 and 10. 

Do It Yourself

Learn programming basics with online games hosted by 

software engineers from Microsoft—among the many activity 

stations awaiting you. Another is squishy circuits, where 

you can design, build, and test circuits made from dough. 

Plus, create a sculpture that lights up, buzzes, or moves!

Don’t miss Tic-Tac-Toe A.I., where you’ll create artificial 

intelligence to play the classic game. Have fun testing your 

program against humans—and even other computers.

Active Robots

See some impressive active robots in the Exhibit Halls. 

Watch them with amazement as they move around and 

perform various activities you thought only humans could 

do. Plus, learn how to program your own!

Not everybody moving during the weekend is built  

with circuits. Local inventors, computer scientists, and   

roboticists will be here to share their stories and insights 

into new projects. 

Come Join the Circuits!
Fun interactives and special guests are in store for Computer Science Education Weekend. 

Honoring a Legend 

The weekend activities bring a fun conclusion to  

the nationwide Computer Science Education Week, 

which commemorates pioneer Admiral Grace  

Murray Hopper, born December 9, 1906. Known  

as the mother of computing, Hopper developed the 

first computer compiler and the first computer  

programming language while working at Harvard. 

Dream Big   Now Showing in Omni
 

Computer Science Education Weekend   December 9 and 10

“This is a way for families to get hands-on with an exciting range 

of computer science and robotics activities. We hope that through 

participating in our activities and engaging with community 

members who work in these fields, visitors are inspired to  

continue identifying and building computer science skills in  

their daily lives,” says event coordinator Adrian Melia.

So bring an eagerness to learn and hands prepared to interact 

with technology for Computer Science Education Weekend 

throughout the Exhibit Halls December 9 and 10!  

Free with Exhibit Halls admission. Free for members.  
For more information: mos.org/events.

Photos © Aylin Cetik, © Michael Malyszko 



A strange thing has been happening in the Museum for the past several 

months. Visitors can be observed standing in front of a large mirror and 

making various movements while they smile and laugh at what they see.  

No, this has not become a hub for inspiring models, but rather people are 

enjoying one of the newest Museum additions—the Particle Mirror!

Wicked Local

Situated in the new Blue Wing permanent exhibit, Wicked Smart:  

Invented in the Hub, the Particle Mirror was co-created by Karl Sims,  

a Cambridge-based digital media artist and computer graphics research  

scientist with a strong local connection. He was born in Boston and  

received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from MIT.

The exhibit component works as a virtual mirror with a video image of the room augmented with special effects that make  

it seem like you are moving among particles (bouncing balls, fireflies, foamy bubbles, and more) in a simulation powered  

by an image processing language Sims created.

Sims’s website (karlsims.com) states “Gravity, swirling motions, collision avoidance forces, and air friction are combined with  

the interactive forces from the shapes of people in front of the display. These forces allow your motions to push the particles  

and trigger their sounds.”
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“I’m a visual thinker. I like to work with  
images and create software that allows people to 

explore new visual ideas.”
     — Karl Sims

Creating Patterns

Sims’s work is also located in a can’t-miss spot 

right next to the Museum entrance above the 

Yawkey Gallery on the Charles River. The Reaction-

Diffusion Media Wall is a high-resolution  

display made up of 24 screens and includes  

two simulated chemicals shown as areas of  

white and dark blue.

Sims’s website describes how the simulated chemicals “react and diffuse to 

generate biological-looking patterns and shapes.” 

Through a touch-screen kiosk in front of the display, you can adjust the  

parameters of the chemicals to create different shapes and patterns. These  

patterns can be complex and often mirror those found in nature. 

Both pieces highlighted here add to the Museum experience of learning while 

having fun. And they are far from the only ones with a hyper-local origin. Learn 

about others when you visit Wicked Smart and also in future issues of Sparks.   

Mirrors, Walls, and Science Too!
Local artist and scientist Karl Sims is behind two interactive Museum experiences. 



Fun with Football Numbers
The clock is ticking to see Gridiron Glory, while the fun continues at home. 

 
As the National Football League’s regular season 

nears the end, so does the Museum’s newest  

temporary exhibition, Gridiron Glory: The Best of  

the Pro Football Hall of Fame. You only have until  

January 7 to visit or return to the interactive  

experience that includes, among other highlights, 

components focused on the science, technology,  

and research behind our nation’s favorite game.  

But mixing football with STEM doesn’t have to  

end when you leave. There are some great ways  

to incorporate math while enjoying the game at 

home or in the stadium.  

All About Numbers

Football is a game filled with numbers and an  

opportunity to practice your math skills and  

challenge others with number games. One game is 

to figure out how many scoring combinations are 

possible for a team to come from behind to tie the 

game. For example, if a team is down 13 points, it 

could catch up with a touchdown and an extra point 

plus two field goals or two touchdowns with one missed extra point. 

Or how about this scenario—a touchdown with  

a two-point conversion, a field goal, and  

a safety. Play with friends and see 

who can come up with the  

most combinations! 

Watching football is  

already fun, as is 

playing these math 

games. Enjoy, 

and don’t forget 

to take a timeout 

and come to the 

Museum to see 

Gridiron Glory: The 

Best of the Pro Football 

Hall of Fame before it 

closes January 7.  

Talking Stats!
Like all sports, statistics are a big part of football. And you can create 

your own with some math. For example, a quarterback’s pass  

completion percentage can be computed by doing the following:

Keep track of every pass thrown (x) and note whether somebody 

catches the ball (y). 

Take the amount of completed passes and divide that number by  

the number of passes thrown (y/x). 

The answer will be a number below 1 (unless all passes were  

completed). The first two digits after the decimal point are the digits 

of the completion percentage. Anything above 60 percent means  

the person is having a good game!

1

2

3

Photo © Paul Spinelli 

Produced by the Pro Football  
Hall of Fame.



Calendar of Events
December 2017 – January 2018

explore



December January

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS
Information is subject to change.  
Please confirm all dates and times:  
617-723-2500, mos.org.

Order Gift Memberships 
Don’t forget to share your love of the  
Museum this holiday season! Museum  
memberships are the perfect last-minute 
gift. Order anytime and you’ll receive a  
temporary membership card immediately.  $

The Amazing Nano Brothers  
Juggling Show Opens 
Virtuoso jugglers Dan and Joel provide a  
comical and unforgettable introduction to 
atoms, molecules, and nanoscale forces  
as they juggle just about everything.  
1:00 and 3:00 p.m. Continues most  
Saturdays through April 28.

Editing Our Evolution: Rewriting the 
Human Genome
Join a discussion on the many questions  
surrounding the possibility of editing the  
human genome. Should it be regulated? 
Should it be banned? Who should make  
these decisions? 7:00 p.m. !   

Computer Science Education  
Weekend
Enjoy a wide range of hands-on computer  
science activities throughout the Museum, 
including fun with robots. Also, December 10.

Book Club for the Curious
Join a discussion about Behave by  
Robert M. Sapolsky. Cambridge Innovation 
Center. 5:30 p.m.

Christmas Eve
Exhibit Halls and all venues close at 2:00 p.m. 

Christmas Day
Entire Museum is closed.

New Year’s Eve
Exhibit Halls are open 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

New Year’s Day
Exhibit Halls and show venues are open  
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

THE POLAR EXPRESS™ 4-D Experience 
Closes
4-D Film—Last chance to go on an extraordinary 
adventure to the North Pole this holiday season!
M  !   $

Gridiron Glory Closes
Last chance to see an exhibition that brings the 
Pro Football Hall of Fame to the Museum! 

Book Club for the Curious
Join a discussion about The Telomere Effect 
by Dr. Elizabeth Blackburn and Dr. Elissa Epel. 
Cambridge Innovation Center. 5:30 p.m.

Summer Courses
Member registration begins for morning and 
afternoon classes for students entering grades  
1 – 8. Register at mos.org/courses. M  !   $

You’re the Expert 
Enjoy a live show where humor and academia 
come together when comedians try to guess 
what a person in an obscure field does for  
a living. 7:00 p.m. !   $   

1
Monday

31
Wednesday

7
Sunday

2
Saturday

1
Friday

9 
Saturday

14
Thursday

24
Sunday

6
Wednesday

25
Monday

31
Sunday       

11
Thursday 

 

SYMBOL KEY

M   Members may reserve tickets in advance  
and/or receive discounts. 

!   Reservations are either required or  
strongly recommended. 

$  A fee is associated with this event or exhibit.
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The Perfect Last-Minute Gift!

This holiday season, give the gift of a year-round 
Museum of Science experience! You're giving 
a full year of fun, learning, and exploration—and 
it’s easy to do! Right after your purchase, we'll 
email you a link to a gift certificate you can print 
or email to your favorite scientists. Plus, you 
(or your recipients) will be emailed temporary 
membership cards that can be used for unlimited 
Museum visits from the purchase day through 
January 1. 

Finish your shopping list with a few clicks and 
enjoy the season instead of waiting in line at  
the malls or the post office.

The temporary card for the gift 
membership is valid immediately.  
Please allow approximately three weeks from 
the purchase date for delivery of the plastic 
membership card.

Members enjoy these additional benefits:

• Full year of free Exhibit Halls admission.

• Free or discounted admission to our special venues, 
including temporary exhibits.

• Invitations to exclusive member events.

• Reciprocal admission privileges to over 400 museums, 
science centers, and zoos worldwide.

• Valuable discounts, special offers, and much more.

It’s easy to give a membership: just call  
our member specialists at 617-589-0180;  
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. daily. 

4-D Theater
For showtimes and tickets: 617-723-2500, mos.org.  
Shows run approximately 15 minutes. Member price: $5.

Last Chance! THE POLAR EXPRESS™ 4-D  
Experience 
Through Monday, January 1
Go on an extraordinary adventure to the North Pole  
this holiday season on THE POLAR EXPRESS™ 4-D 
Experience!

THE POLAR EXPRESS and all related characters and elements © & ™ 
Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. (s17)

Shark: A 4-D Experience®

Explore the complex nature of some of the world’s  
strangest and most mysterious ocean species in  
Shark: A 4-D Experience®.

The BBC and BBC Earth are trademarks of the British Broadcasting  
Corporation and are used under license. BBC logo © BBC 1996

 Thomas & Friends™ 4-D: Bubbling Boilers!
Join Thomas & Friends in this thrilling 4-D adventure as 
they encounter big surprises while racing to an exciting 
celebration on Sodor. 

© 2017 Gullane (Thomas) Limited.

Ice Age: No Time for Nuts 4-D
Returns Tuesday, January 2
Join Scrat, Ice Age’s resident nut-crazed saber-toothed 
squirrel, as he time travels in his zaniest adventure  
to date, Ice Age: No Time for Nuts 4-D.

ICE AGE™ & © 2017 Twentieth Century Fox Film Corporation.  
All Rights Reserved.



Mugar Omni Theater
Featuring New England’s only IMAX® Dome screen.  
For showtimes, tickets, and a complete list of films now  
playing: 617-723-2500, mos.org. Shows run approximately  
50 minutes. Member price: $5.

Sponsored by  

FEATURED FILMS

Dream Big: Engineering Our World
Celebrate the human ingenuity behind engineering 
marvels big and small, and see how engineers push the 
limits of innovation in unexpected and amazing ways. 

Amazon Adventure 
Follow naturalist Henry Bates on his 11-year journey  
of scientific discovery through the visually stunning  
and biodiverse Amazon rainforest in the 1850s.

Mysteries of China
Discover how an accidental discovery in 1974 in  
Xi’an led to one of the world’s greatest archaeological 
finds: the Terracotta Warriors and the Tomb of the  
First Emperor. 

Exhibit Halls 
For more information: 617-723-2500, mos.org/exhibits. 

Last Chance! Gridiron Glory 
Through Sunday, January 7
Experience the story of  
professional football—from  
its humble beginnings to the  
cultural phenomenon it is today 
with Gridiron Glory: The Best  
of the Pro Football Hall of Fame!

Wicked Smart: Invented in the Hub 
Greater Boston-based innovations and their creators  
are the focus of this new permanent exhibit.

Many Faces of Our Mental Health 
Through Sunday, February 11
Through various art forms, this temporary exhibition 
helps raise awareness of, and helps correct, common 
misconceptions about mental health.

Butterfly Garden
Explore a living exhibit filled with sunlight, plants,  

and free-flying butterflies. Timed tickets required.  
Member price: $5.

Thrill Ride 360°
Take a ride on a roller coaster you  

design in this full-motion experience!  
Timed tickets required.  

Member price: $5.



Photo © Nicolaus Czarnecki

Sign up for Summer Courses!

Looking for stimulating fun for your kids this  
summer? It’s not too early to sign up for a  
week (or more!) of science courses running  
July – August. Sign up begins January 11.

Students entering grades 1 – 8 can choose from 
morning or afternoon classes—or create a full  
day of fun!

• For more information and to register: mos.org/courses.

• Summer courses are offered early to Museum members. 
Not a member? Join today: 617-723-2500,  
mos.org/members.

Charles Hayden Planetarium 
For showtimes and tickets: 617-723-2500, mos.org.  
Shows run approximately 35 – 45 minutes. Member price: $5.

FEATURED SHOWS

Explore: The Universe
Leave Earth behind and blast off to explore our solar 
system, the Milky Way, and beyond. Journey through the 
cosmos with a Planetarium educator as your star pilot.

From Dream to Discovery: Inside NASA
Experience the extreme nature of spacecraft  
engineering—from concept to completion.

Produced by the Museum of Science.

Music Under the Dome
Friday and Saturday evenings
Join us in the Charles Hayden Planetarium and  
experience one of our most innovative and immersive  
offerings, celebrating the music of such icons as Coldplay,  
Rihanna, and more!  
Recommended for ages 18 and up.



FEATURED PRESENTATION

Live presentations are offered throughout the day every day  
in the Exhibit Halls. For current schedules: 617-723-2500,  
mos.org/daily-schedule.  

Top 10 Science Stories of 2017
Most days in December and January; 2:30 p.m.
The Gordon Current Science & Technology Center  
has kept up with innovative research and late-breaking 
scientific news all year, from new ways to edit DNA  
to the solar eclipse. In an annual tradition, the team  
highlights its picks for the ten most interesting and  
important science stories of the year!  

Generously supported by Cabot Corporation.

A Gift to Inspire  
Tomorrow’s Leaders

The Museum of Science is more than a  
museum, it’s an immersive learning experience.

If you do one last thing before 2018, consider  
making a tax-deductible gift of $25, $50, or  
more to the Museum. Every gift counts…we rely  
on generous, forward-thinking individuals for  
over 25% of our funding. Your contribution will  
encourage countless children to invent, explore, 
and dream. You'll help create a future generation  
passionate about changing the world for the  
better—through science.

Can you think of a more important  
or gratifying way to  
spend $25?

Please join us in 
inspiring young 
minds. Call  
617-589-0370  
or visit mos.org/
make-a-gift.

 

Adult Programs
For more information: 617-723-2500, mos.org/events. Funded 
in part by the Barbara and Malcolm L. Sherman Fund for Adult 
Programs and by the David and Marion Ellis Endowment Fund. 

ENGINEERED WORLDS

Community conversations about our changing world.

Editing Our Evolution:   
Rewriting the Human Genome 
Wednesday, December 6; 7:00 p.m.
As gene editing techniques become more refined, the 
possibility of editing the human genome is moving from 
science fiction to reality. This raises many questions. 
Should we create babies who will never know disease? 
Should we stick to smaller changes like treating diabetes 
with insulin generated by a person’s own cells? Or should 
we call for society to ban human gene editing? Who 
should decide? How can we maximize benefits from 
these scientific advances while minimizing the harm that 
might come from them?  

•  Free. This program is supported by the  
National Science Foundation.

• Register in advance at mos.org/events.



WHEN SCIENCE MEETS ART

Shattering the boundaries between art, science, and technology.

You’re the Expert 
Wednesday,  
January 31;  
7:00 p.m.
The worlds of  
comedy and  
academia combine 
in a show featuring 
an expert in a  
somewhat obscure 
field. A group of  
comedians try to 
guess what in the 

world the person studies all day long. Afterward, the  
expert dissects how wildly wrong (or right) the ideas 
about the field were. The show ends with an interview  
in which we find out what our expert does and why the 
field is important. It’s funny, it’s interactive, and you end 
up learning something!  

•  Fee: $15; purchase tickets in advance at mos.org/events.

AND MORE

Find out even more offerings at mos.org/events.

Book Club for the Curious 
Thursdays, December 14 and January 11; 5:30 p.m.
Feeling inquisitive? Looking for good conversation?  
Love science and books? Free and open to the public, 
these monthly book discussions focus on science, 
technology, and their impact on society.

• Location: Cambridge Innovation Center, One Broadway,  
14th Floor, Cambridge, MA.

• December 14: Behave by Robert M. Sapolsky.

• January 11: The Telomere Effect: A Revolutionary Approach  
to Living Younger, Healthier, Longer by Dr. Elizabeth Blackburn 
and Dr. Elissa Epel. 

• Presented in partnership with the Cambridge Innovation Center.

Avoid peak times by 
arriving before 10:30 
a.m. or after 3:00 p.m.

MEMBER TIPS
Follow these and use your member  
benefits to get the most out of every visit! 

Questions? Call 617-589-0180 or  
visit mos.org/membership-faq.

Bring your current 
membership card 
for faster Exhibit 
Halls entry.

Reserve tickets  
in advance:  
617-723-2500,  
mos.org.

Take public  
transportation!  
For parking tips: 
mos.org/parking. 

Arrive at least  
one hour before 
scheduled shows. 

MEMBER

Save time—go online! 
To sign up: mos.org/
my-account.

Purchased tickets on-
line or by phone? Your 
email confirmation may 
be used as your ticket.

Remember to redeem 
electronic passes for 
timed tickets.

Photo © David Andrako
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oThe Museum’s exhibitions and educational programs 

receive important support from individual members and 
donors like you. Additional support provided by: 

The Massachusetts 
Cultural Council Media Partner

Museum of Science   617-723-2500   mos.org

The Museum of Science gratefully acknowledges the support of our 
Premier Partners: 

Events
For more information: 617-723-2500, mos.org/events.

Computer Science Education Weekend
Saturday, December 9 and Sunday, December 10; 
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Enjoy a wide range of hands-on computer science  
activities throughout the Museum. Interact with robots; 
build and test circuits; learn programming basics; talk to 
local inventors, computer scientists, and roboticists; and 
much more!   

• Free with Exhibit Halls admission.  

The Amazing Nano Brothers Juggling Show
Most Saturdays, December 2 – April 28
1:00 and 3:00 p.m. 
Join virtuoso jugglers Dan and Joel as they provide  
a comical and unforgettable introduction to atoms,  
molecules, and nanoscale forces while juggling  
everything from baseball bats to potted plants—even 
atop seven-foot unicycles! Who knew physics could  
be this much fun?  

• Free with Exhibit Halls admission.

•  Length: 40 minutes.

• Check schedule at mos.org/amazing-nano-brothers.

Special Hours and Closings

HOLIDAY WEEK SCHEDULE

December 24
Museum Closes at 2:00 p.m.

December 25
Entire Museum is closed.

December 26 – 28
Exhibit Halls open 9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

December 29
Exhibit Halls open 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.

December 31
Exhibit Halls open 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Gilliland Observatory: Seasonal Closing
The Museum’s rooftop observatory is  
closed temporarily due to colder temperatures.  
It is scheduled to reopen Friday, March 2  
(weather permitting).
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4   Museum Hosts Youth Forum

The Museum hosted a personal development 

forum at Boston University’s Agganis Arena 

for 630 young people in John Hancock’s 

MLK Summer Scholars program. The forum 

focused on inspiring young people to see 

themselves as stakeholders and decision 

makers in their communities, particularly 

around climate change. The John Hancock 

program is a prominent summer jobs  

initiative for Boston youth, which this year 

supported ten Museum youth interns and 

two youth staff.

5   Big Museum Gift

Dell awarded two grants totaling $1.4 million 

to support the Museum’s award-winning cur-

riculum, Engineering is Elementary® (EiE®), 

and for the development of a computer science 

curriculum for the William and Charlotte 

Bloomberg Science Education Center. “These 

grants from Dell help us forward our mission 

of making engineering accessible to as many 

elementary-aged students as possible…and 

create a brand-new curriculum for computer 

science education that we hope will have the 

same deep and lasting impact,” says Ioannis 

Miaoulis, Museum president and director.  

1   Colby Award and Walker Prize Honors

This fall’s Colby Society event featured 

recognitions of longtime Museum supporters 

M. Dozier Gardner and Wendy K. Kistler 

(shown here) with the Col. Francis T. Colby 

Award. George Whitesides, a pioneer in 

microfabrication and nanoscale self-assembly, 

received the Walker Prize. Gardner and 

Kistler, both emeritus members of the board 

of trustees, have helped the Museum in many 

ways, including Kistler’s involvement in the 

creation of the popular Butterfly Garden and 

Gardner’s family foundation contributing 

challenge grant funds to spur membership  

in the Museum’s Annual Fund.    

2   Best of Boston

Boston Magazine named the Museum of 

Science the best family-friendly museum in  

its “Best of Boston” list for 2017. “We all want 

our kids to like STEM education, but this 

museum makes it downright irresistible,”  

the magazine states. “Enjoy [For Preschoolers: 

Live Animal Story Time] featuring live animals, 

Lightning! presentations using a Van de  

Graaff generator, and even fun ‘magic’  

shows explained through science.” 

3   Award for Leadership

Patti Curtis, director of the Museum’s 

Washington, DC office for government relations, 

received an Association of Science-Technology 

Centers’ (ASTC) Roy L. Shafer Leading Edge 

Award for “non-CEO Experienced Leadership in  

the Field” during a ceremony in San Jose. Curtis  

has served as director of the Washington office  

since 2005, and during her tenure she has  

focused on advancing the mission of the 

Museum and enhancing scientific and 

technological literacy—both in and out  

of the classroom.   
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General Information

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
William and Charlotte Bloomberg Science Education Center

A transformational $50 million gift from Bloomberg Philanthropies solidifies the Museum’s position  
as one of the world’s premier educational institutions by ensuring the ability of our educators to create 
and share world-class exhibits, programs, and K – 12 curricula on a global scale.

Field Trips

For information about Museum field trips and other opportunities for educators, such as the Teacher 
Partner Program: 617-723-2500, educator-email@mos.org, mos.org/educators.

Traveling Programs

Bring a fun and interactive Museum program to your pre K – 8 school or community center!  
For information and reservations: 617-589-0354, travelingprograms@mos.org,  
mos.org/travelingprograms.

 ACCESSIBILITY
For information or accommodation requests: 617-589-3102, accessibility@mos.org,  
mos.org/accessibility. Please request ASL interpreters at least two weeks in advance.

DIRECTIONS AND PARKING
• Address  1 Science Park, Boston, MA 02114
• Detailed Directions  mos.org/directions 
• Parking  Museum garage parking is available first come, first served. Members receive a discount.
•  PLAN AHEAD  A state project on the Longfellow Bridge is rerouting traffic in front of the Museum.  

Allow extra travel time or consider public transportation. Updates: mos.org/traveltips.

Electric Vehicle Charging Stations

The Museum houses Level 2 electric vehicle charging stations capable of charging up to four cars  
simultaneously. The stations are located on the fourth floor of the garage. While there is no cost to 
charge your car, you will need a ChargePoint account to access. (Regular garage fees apply for parking.) 
For more information: chargepoint.com.

Hubway Bike Share Program

Hubway, metro Boston’s bicycle-sharing system, is available on the front plaza of the Museum near the 
main entrance. The Hubway bike share is a regional partnership between Boston, Brookline, Cambridge, 
and Somerville. For more information: thehubway.com.

GROUP VISITS
Bringing your group to the Museum of Science? For special pricing and more information: 
groupsales@mos.org, mos.org/group-visits.

EVENT PLANNING
Host your next event at the Museum of Science! Food services provided by Wolfgang Puck Catering.  
For information: 617-589-0125 (Monday – Friday), events@mos.org, mos.org/private-events.  
Members are eligible for special rates.

BOSTON DUCK TOURS
Tickets sold on the front plaza. DUCKs depart from the driveway near the T. rex. Tours run daily,  
April – November. For reservations: 617-267-3825, bostonducktours.com. 
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STAY CONNECTED WITH  
THE MUSEUM COMMUNITY!  

For updates, special offers, and fun science:

Set up your member account to  
receive our Member E-News:  
mos.org/my-account

@
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EXHIBIT HALLS HOURS

•   Saturday – Thursday   
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
(Open until 7:00 p.m. July 5 – Labor Day)

•  Friday 
9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.

•  Thanksgiving Eve and Christmas Eve   
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

•  Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day   
Closed

Subject to change and extended during 
Massachusetts school vacations. For  
updates: mos.org/hours.

TICKETS AND MEMBERSHIP

Advance reservations recommended.  
For current prices and to purchase  
tickets: mos.org. 

For membership information: 617-589-0180, 
membership@mos.org, mos.org/members.

QUESTIONS? Call Science  
Central at 617-723-2500.

The Museum of Science and the 
Boston Red Sox have teamed  
up to bring baseball-inspired 
STEM learning opportunities  
to Red Sox Nation.  
Learn more: mos.org/redsox. 
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Dream Big
See cover story
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Exhibit Opens Soon!

A Mirror Maze: Numbers in Nature

Last Chance!

Holiday Showings Through January 1
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