


Gardner, Robert. Health science projects about heredity. Berkeley Heights, NJ: 

Enslow, 2001.  
Presents projects and experiments about heredity and genetics, including 

Mendel's original work and activities involving inheritance in humans, linked 

genes, DNA, and human intervention.  

 
Hartl, Daniel L. Essential genetics. Sudbury, Mass.: Jones and Bartlett, 1999.  

A textbook for a genetic biology course that covers a range of topics, including 

classical genetic analysis, molecular biology of genes and genomes, and 
complex traits and evolutionary genetics.  

 

Hawkes, Nigel. Genetic engineering. New York: Gloucester Press, 1991.  
Examines the growing practice of altering genes for the purpose of curing 

disease and improving plants and animals, presenting both sides of this 

controversial issue.  

 
Jefferis, David. Biotech: frontiers of medicine. From the Megatech series. New York: 

Crabtree, 2002.  

Presents the field of biotechnology, which links biology and technology, 
discussing how living things can be altered by science and engineering.  

 

Kidd, J. S. Life lines: the story of the new genetics. New York: Facts on File, 1999.  
Surveys the field of genetics, discussing genetic analysis, cloning, other new 

research and developments, and their ethical aspects.  

 

Kreuzer, Helen. Recombinant DNA and biotechnology: a guide for teachers. 
Washington, D.C.: ASM Press, 2001.  

Provides readers with both a basic text and an activities manual suitable for 

learning the fundamentals of molecular biology and modern biotechnology.  
 

Mange, Elaine Johansen. Basic human genetics. Sunderland, Mass.: Sinauer 

Associates, Inc., 1999.  

The authors present a textbook for a one- semester course on human genetics 
for non-majors (assumes previous exposure to only high school biology). 

 

Mulhall, Douglas. Our molecular future: how nanotechnology, robotics, genetics, 
and artificial intelligence will transform our world. Amherst, N.Y.: Prometheus 

Books, 2002.  

This book provides a realistic glimpse into the potentials of various futures, 
carefully separating science fact from science fiction.  

 

Patent, Dorothy Hinshaw. Evolution goes on every day. New York: Holiday House, 

1977.  
Describes some specific evolutionary changes occurring in certain plants and 

animal species today and generally discusses genetic mechanisms including 

DNA, mutations, and cloning.  
 

Rainis, Kenneth G. Biotechnology projects for young scientists. New York: Franklin 

Watts, 1998.  
Gives instructions for and explains the principles behind a variety of 

biotechnology experiments from the simple to the more difficult.  



Ridley, Matt. Genome: the autobiography of a species in 23 chapters. New York: 

HarperCollins, 1999.  
By picking one newly discovered gene from each of the 23 human chromosomes 

and telling its story, the author recounts the history of our species and its 

ancestors from the dawn of life to the brink of future medicine.  

 
Shapiro, Robert The human blueprint: the race to unlock the secrets of our genetic 

script. New York: St. Martin's Press, 1991.  

This book traces the development of genetic theory, from Mendel’s heredity 
experiments to the breakthrough of discovering DNA structures.  

 

Silverstein, Alvin. Genes, medicine, and you. Hillside, N.J.: Enslow, 1989.  
Describes how advances in genetics are being used in screening and counseling 

and discusses the medical and ethical aspects of genetic engineering.  

 

Silverstein, Alvin. The genetics explosion. New York: Four Winds Press, 1980.  
Discusses genetics and genetic diseases and explores the controversy over 

genetic engineering with both its potential benefits and its potential health 

hazards.  
 

Stanley, Debbie. Genetic engineering: the cloning debate. From Focus on science 

and society series. New York: Rosen, 2000.  
Examines the nature, history, and ethical aspects of cloning, discussing both 

humans and other animals.  

 

Stern, Curt The origin of genetics; a Mendel source book. San Francisco: W. H. 
Freeman, 1966.  

This collection of documents records Mendel’s discovery of the laws governing 

the inheritance of individual characteristics, as well as the complexities he faced 
within the scientific world before his theories were accepted. 

 

Suzuki, David T. Genethics: the clash between the new genetics and human values. 

Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1989.  
This text serves as a bridge between the science of genetics and public policy, 

between empirical science and ethics, and between how we think about genes 

and how we think about people.  
 

Swisher, Clarice. Genetic engineering. From the Lucent overview series. San Diego, 

CA: Lucent Books, 1996.  
Surveys the uses of genetic engineering in medicine, agriculture, and industry 

and the possible consequences of such human interventions.  

 

Sylvester, Edward J. The gene age: genetic engineering and the next industrial 
revolution. New York: Scribner, 1987.  

This work covers a wide range of controversial topics in the advancement of 

genetic engineering, including the explosive growth of gene-splicing firms, the 
effects on government, industry and medicine, and the potential hazards of this 

new technology.  

 
 

 



Taylor, Robert. Genetics. From the Lucent library of science and technology series. San 

Diego, CA: Lucent Books, 2004.  
Discusses the history and current state of scientific understanding of genetics, 

exploring the roles of genes, DNA, and RNA, as well as the medical, legal, and 

ethical dimensions of such issues as genetic engineering and DNA evidence.  

 
Wade, Nicholas, Ed. The Science Times book of genetics. NY: Lyons Press, 1998.  

This collection of essays from the New York Times sheds light on the complex 

processes and the ethical issues involved with genetic research.  
 

Wells, Donna Koren, Biotechnology. From the Inventors and inventions series. 

Tarrytown, N.Y.: Benchmark Books, 1996.  
Describes the history and applications of biotechnology, focusing on how 

scientists develop new organisms by altering the genetic makeup of living things. 

  

Wills, Christopher. Exons, introns, and talking genes: the science behind the 
Human Genome Project. New York: Basic Books, 1991.  

This book tells the story of the scientists involved in the Human Genome Project, 

the biomedical breakthroughs that lead up to it, and how the new information it 
generates will change the way we understand and treat disease.  

 

 
Genetic Multimedia  

 

 

Howard Hughes Medical Institute. Clockwork genes: discoveries in biological time. 
[2 volume videocassette series] Chevy Chase, MD: Howard Hughes Medical Institute, 

2000. Physical Description: 120 min [each tape]  

This two volume video series discusses genetics, biology, and circadian rhythms. 
 

Lost tribes of Israel [videocassette]. From the Nova series. Boston: WGBH Educational 

Foundation, 2000. Physical Description: 1 videocassette [60 min.]  

See how today's technology can solve an ancient Biblical riddle and explore the 
modern genetic techniques that reveal never-before-seen connections between 

people, giving the past unprecedented new clarity.  

 
The meaning of sex, genes and gender (DVD). Howard Hughes Medical Institute 

Holiday Lectures On Science Series. Chevy Chase, MD Howard Hughes Medical 

Institute, 2001.  
Two scientists in the field of sex determination research answer questions such 

as: "Why does sex exist?" and "What is its purpose?"  

 

Suzuki, David T. Accidents of creation [VHS]. From the secret of life series with David 
Suzuki, 1993. Physical Description: (55 minutes)  

 

Discusses changes through mutations and origins of new species.  
Suzuki, David T. Children by design [VHS]. From the secret of life series with David 

Suzuki, 1993. Physical Description: 1 videocassette (55 minutes)  

Describes influencing the outcome of conception's genetic lottery.  
 

 



Understanding: the power of genes [VHS]. Bethesda, MD: Distributed by Discovery 

Channel Education, 1998. Physical Description: 1 videocassette (ca. 53 min.): 1 
teacher's guide.  

Grades 6-12. Explores the power of genes for cloning and crime solving, and 

their use in creating genetically altered animals.  

 


