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Sparks!
A	Newsletter	for	Members	and	Friends	of	the	Museum	of	Science

North America was a very different place 
65 million years ago, when mammals 
were still fresh on the scene and  

dinosaurs entered their final days dominating 
the land. Museum visitors have been able to get 
an idea of what this ancient continent looked  
like through the exhibit Colossal Fossil: Triceratops 
Cliff, which features a rare, mostly complete  
Triceratops skeleton.

Continued on next page 
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 • Maintaining a Museum Icon

• Oceanic Adventure

• Maximizing Maya

Keep Cliff Campaign Kicks Off! 
Help the rare Triceratops skeleton become a permanent Museum feature.

Cliff has been a Museum favorite and emerging Boston icon 

due to the generosity of the skeleton’s anonymous owner, 

who brought it to the Museum as a seven-year loan. And now 

you can be a part of an exciting opportunity to make Cliff an 

everlasting part of the Museum family for years to come.

The owner has agreed to give the skeleton to the Museum when 

the Keep Cliff Campaign raises $850,000, which is a fraction of 

Cliff’s market value. Supporters can join the effort by visiting  

mos.org/keepcliff. You can also become a fundraising leader by  

encouraging your friends and others to donate to this worthy cause.
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Fabulous	Find

Stretching 23 feet from its long tail 

to the iconic three-horned face, Cliff 

is an impressive specimen. Just as 

fascinating as its appearance is the 

story of how Cliff was unearthed and 

later came to the Museum. The skeletal 

remains were found in 2004, embedded in  

blocks of rock on a private property in the Dakota Badlands.  

It was a rare find, as very few nearly complete Triceratops skeletons  

are known to exist in the world.

The paleontological company ZOIC carefully removed the bones in an  

Italian lab and the skeleton was assembled. Model makers cast replacement 

bones to fill the missing features and show what the Triceratops looked like as it 

roamed this continent’s Midwest region during the Late Cretaceous period.

Four years later, the discovery soon to be known as Cliff was up for auction at Christie’s 

in Paris. A Boston resident came to the auction house looking for 16th- and 17th- 

century Flemish paintings, but his eyes turned to the ancient skeleton. “Its beauty 

was striking,” he told the Museum in 2008. The man purchased it for nearly  

$1 million, and named it Cliff after his late grandfather.

Gift	for	the	People

Loaning Cliff to the Museum was a logical choice for the man who has many fond 

memories of visiting this institution as a child. “I would be hard-pressed to fit [Cliff] 

in my two-family in Boston,” he said just before the opening of the exhibit. “It was 

never my goal to spirit it away out of the public domain…The Museum draws in 

people from around the world, and it’s exciting for me that they will be able to see it.”

Cliff quickly became a favorite for many of our visitors. Annette Sawyer, the Museum’s  

director of education and enrichment programs, has observed this reverence count-

less times. “It is hard to picture Cliff without groups of school children standing 

before him and imagining a live dinosaur in its habitat,” she says. “Cliff is also one of 

our most requested Museum icons for our Overnight Program guests. Who wouldn’t 

want to wake up and gaze up into this enormous and wondrous fossil?”

Strong	Finish

The Keep Cliff Campaign is energizing the final stretch of the highly successful $250 

million Campaign for the Museum of Science, which concludes June 30 of this year. 

This community effort has raised funds to transform the Exhibit Halls, complete 

facilities upgrades, and expand support for the Museum’s adult programs and  

award-winning K – 12 engineering curricula. It has also increased support for the 

Museum’s endowment and Annual Fund. With funding efforts for the upcoming 

lobby transformation and The Yawkey Gallery on the Charles River nearly complete, 

adding Triceratops Cliff to the Museum’s permanent collection would serve as a  

window into a distant past for many future generations.  

Continued from cover

KEEP  
CLIFF  
THRE E EASY WAYS TO DONATE:

•  Visit mos.org/keepcliff

•  Text CLIFF to 41444

•  Cash donations and checks can 
be dropped off at the Museum or 
mailed to:   

Advancement Division 
Museum of Science  
1 Science Park 
Boston, MA 02144-1099
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Several decades of commercial hunting devastated 

the worldwide humpback whale population to a point 

that the species almost became extinct in the 1960s. A 

hunting moratorium introduced in 1966 sparked a long road 

to a delicate recovery, and humpbacks can now be found in 

all the world’s oceans. Their population today approaches the 

pre-exploitation total of 75,000 to 100,000, according to the 

International Whaling Commission.

Humpback Whales, opening February 13 in the Mugar 

Omni Theater, tells this story of a slow, but steady rebound. 

Venture to Alaska, Hawaii, and the Kingdom of Tonga for an 

intimate look at the large and intelligent mammals as they 

communicate, sing, feed, play, and care for their young.

Ocean’s Musical Acrobats

See these spectacular creatures up-close as they appear on  

the IMAX® Dome screen. In one scene, the whales are shown 

working together as they release bubbles and loud “feeding 

calls” to herd and capture small fish so they can be eaten 

in larger quantities. The drama builds to a heart-thumping 

climax featuring humans carefully rescuing a humpback 

entangled in abandoned fishing gear.  

Immersing viewers in underwater scenes, the film, directed by 

Academy Award winner Greg MacGillivray, is ideal for visitors 

of all ages. “One of our goals with Humpback Whales is to  

get children excited about nature and to get excited about  

science,” MacGillivray says.

Classroom on the Screen

Science teachers like Carrie Leventhal say this goal is being 

achieved. She looks forward to taking her seventh-grade 

students to see the film. “I could talk all day about the feeding 

habits and the migration habits, and how big the whale is,” 

Leventhal says. “But it still doesn’t come alive until they’re 

able to see it on a huge screen and be surrounded by the 

music and the whales.” 

Discover for yourself how these impressive creatures live as 

the giants of the sea in a big way!  

Humpback Whales is a MacGillivray Freeman film presented by Pacific Life.

Making a Splash on the Giant Screen 
See how humpback whales live in a brand-new IMAX® film.

Humpback Whales   Opens February 13 in the Mugar Omni Theater 

A Singing Species 

Male humpback whales sing complex songs that 

can last up to 20 minutes and be heard up to 20 

miles away. Nobody is sure how they sing with-

out vocal cords or why they do it. Although the 

songs are sung on breeding grounds, many 

scientists say they are not mating calls. 

One theory is that the songs are actually 

warnings to rivals!

Sponsored by
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Take a Break to Learn About  
Maya Culture
Uncover the ancient civilization through an exhibition that’s getting rave reviews!

Schools may close for a week in February, but 
that doesn’t mean learning has to take a  
vacation too! A perfect opportunity to keep 

the brain engaged while enjoying time away from 
the classroom is the temporary Museum exhibition, 
Maya: Hidden Worlds Revealed. 

Explore the social, spiritual, political, and technological  

achievements of a people who dominated a region of the  

Americas long before the arrival of Europeans—and whose 

descendants endure today.

Immersive and Engaging   

There’s much to see, including impressive artifacts and  

objects from everyday life, reproductions of an underworld 

cave, an ancient burial site, and more. And there’s plenty to 

do—test your skills at building an arch, see how you look in 

traditional cultural adornments, and write your birthdate and 

name in ancient glyphs!  

The Maya invented the bouncing rubber ball for sports similar 

to basketball and soccer—but find out why their ball would 

give soccer players today quite a headache! Discover other 

ways this culture influenced our everyday lives, including 

cooking with corn and chocolate, using calendars and  

counting systems, and charting the stars.

It’s satisfying for kids and adults, as you rediscover what you 

learned about the Maya in school, and also gain new insight 

into their amazing—and sometimes surprising—customs.

Positive Buzz  

Local media and visitors have reacted positively to this 

offering, the largest and most comprehensive Maya 

exhibition ever to tour the United States. The Boston Globe’s 

Jeff Wagenheim wrote, “You’ve got kids? This is the stuff 

that engages.” According to Chris Bergeron of MetroWest 

Daily News, “At its best, this exhibit conveys that wonder 

through a mix of rare artifacts, accurate replicas...along with 

interactive devices that let visitors experience Maya daily life.” 

Maya: Hidden Worlds Revealed   Now On Exhibit



Museum visitor Jaclyn Parks called the experience “engaging and 

informative.”

“I loved being able to print out my birthday in hieroglyphs and 

will be using it as a bookmark now!” she exclaimed. “The videos 

were very well done—filled with great information, but also short 

enough that they kept your attention until the end. This is a 

wonderful exhibit for both children and adults.”

Treasure Trove

Just like the culture itself, this exhibition offers a wealth of 

treasures for visitors of varying interests. Don’t miss out on the 

opportunity to unlock the secrets within Maya: Hidden Worlds 

Revealed, here for a limited engagement only!  

This exhibit is presented in English and Spanish. Timed tickets required. Advance reservations 
recommended. Tickets at mos.org/maya.

Made possible with support from the National Endowment  
for the Humanities.  

More Maya!
Make a day of it with a variety of themed 

offerings and activities:

•   Mystery of the 

Maya. Omni film  

highlights what can 

be found in the ruins 

scattered throughout 

Mesoamerica. 

•  Tales of the Maya 

Skies. Planetarium 

show delves into their 

astronomical and 

other technological 

achievements.

•  Crops, Water, and Climate Change: 

What Can We Learn from the Maya? 

Special program explores what happened 

when the Maya faced a changing climate 

and other challenges. Wednesday,  

February 11. See calendar for details.

•  Explore the Ancient Maya (most  

weekends). Hand-on activity lets you  

discover the Maya’s impressive architec-

ture, sophisticated number system,  

decorative fashion, and food! 

•  Rediscovering the Maya. Live presenta-

tion focuses on the types of modern and 

time-tested technologies used to unearth 

this ancient civilization. 

Check mos.org for schedules.

Opens October 10 in Omni



Calendar of Events
February – March 2015
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February March 
Big Bird’s Adventure:  
One World, One Sky  Returns
Planetarium Show—Learn about the Big 
Dipper, the North Star, the Sun, and the 
Moon with Big Bird and friends. M  !   $  

Crops, Water, and Climate Change: 
What Can We Learn from the Maya?
Join several university scholars who are 
transforming our understanding of the 
Maya’s collapse and what we can learn from 
their achievements and eventual decline. 
7:00 p.m. M  !   $  

Book Club for the Curious
Join a discussion about The Organized Mind: 
Thinking Straight in the Age of Information 
Overload by Daniel Levitin. Cambridge  
Innovation Center. 5:30 p.m.

Humpback Whales  Opens
IMAX® Film—Follow scientists as they seek 
answers about these giant mammals, once 
on the brink of extinction. M  !   $  

School Vacation Week  Begins
Exhibit Halls are open:

Saturday – Thursday; 9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Friday; 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Saturday, February 21;  
9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Note: Hours subject to change; call or check 
mos.org to confirm.

The Origins of Maya Society:  
New Insights from Ceibal
Learn what two anthropologists recently 
uncovered and how this is revolutionizing  
our understanding of the origins of the 
Maya. Peabody Museum of Archaeology and 
Enthnology at Harvard University. 6:00 p.m. 

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS
Information is subject to change.  
Please confirm all dates and times:  
617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY), mos.org.

Free Film Fridays
IMAX® Films—See complimentary films 
shown throughout the day in the Mugar Omni 
Theater. Also March 13, 20, and 27. M  !

Astronomy After Hours  Returns
See spectacular live views of our corner of  
the cosmos, weather permitting. 8:30 –  
10:00 p.m. Fridays through November.

Book Club for the Curious
Join a discussion about I Can Hear You Whisper: 
An Intimate Journey Through the Science of 
Sound and Language by Lydia Denworth. 
Cambridge Innovation Center. 5:30 p.m.

Bacteria and Viruses:  
The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly
Learn about the microbes on us, in us, and 
around us, and how they influence human 
health. 9:00 a.m. Also Saturday, March 21.

Food on Film Presents: Fed Up
Join Dr. Mark Hyman of the UltraWellness 
Center for a film screening and discussion  
of the defining public health issue of our  
time. 7:00 p.m. M  !

Cosmic Loops
Soar through nebulas, galaxies, and star  
systems as virtuoso performers build a  
universe of musical loops. 7:15 p.m.  M  !   $  

SYMBOL KEY

M   Members may reserve tickets in advance and/or 
receive discounts. 

!   Reservations are either required or  
strongly recommended. 

$  A fee is associated with this event or exhibit.
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engage
Sign Up for Summer Courses!

Looking for stimulating fun for your kids this summer?  
Sign up for a week (or more!) of science courses running  
July 6 – August 14.

Students entering grades 1 – 8 may choose from morning  
or afternoon classes, or create a full day of fun!

• For more information and to register: mos.org/courses.

•  Summer courses are offered early to Museum members. Not a member? 
Join today: 617-723-2500, mos.org/members.

Charles Hayden Planetarium 

For showtimes and tickets: 617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY), 
mos.org. Service charge waived for members. Shows run  
approximately 35 – 45 minutes.

FEATURED SHOWS

New! From Dream to Discovery: Inside  
NASA Engineering
Experience the extreme nature of spacecraft engineer-
ing and the life cycle of a space mission—from concept 
to completion! Produced by the Museum of Science. 

Returns! Big Bird’s Adventure:  
One World, One Sky
Opens Sunday, February 1
Journey with Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, 
Hu Hu Zhu, and learn about the Big Dipper, the North 
Star, the Sun, and the Moon.

Tales of the Maya Skies
Learn how science, art, and mythology connected the 
Maya to the universe as you immerse yourself in the 
beauty of Chichen Itza, Mexico. A Chabot Space &  
Science Center production. Major funding provided  
by the National Science Foundation. 

Explore: The Universe
Leave the Earth behind and blast off to explore our solar 
system, the Milky Way, and beyond. Journey through the 
cosmos with a Planetarium educator as your star pilot.

Laser Shows
Friday and Saturday evenings
Enjoy sensational light displays set to popular music!  
Our lineup features legendary rockers Pink Floyd,  
pop icon Michael Jackson,  
and “the heaviest band in  
the world,” Led Zeppelin.
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Made possible with support from the National Endowment for  
the Humanities.

Uncover the rise and decline of this fascinating 
civilization—including its social, natural, and spiritual 
realms—through never-before-seen artifacts, 
hands-on activities, multimedia components, and 
re-created environments. And learn how the Maya 
people and their culture endure to this day.

LIMITED ENGAGEMENT
Now On Exhibit

Special Member Discount

•  Admission at the member rate is limited to the 
number of Exhibit Halls entries permitted with 
your membership level.

•  Admission is by timed ticket only. Advance 
reservations are highly recommended.

Exhibit Highlights

•  Stand among towering stone monuments.

•  Discover the legend of the Maya ball game.

•  Admire colorful murals depicting war,  
celebration, and life.

•  Explore what everyday life was like through 
priceless artifacts.

Purchase tickets at mos.org/maya

Photo © Irafael/Shutterstock.com

Exhibit Halls 
For more information: 617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY),  
mos.org/exhibits. 

Maya: Hidden Worlds Revealed
Experience a true cross-section of Maya life, from the 
majesty of divine kings to the everyday life of artisans 
and laborers.

New! Road Salt
Through March
Artist Allison Cekala traces Boston’s road salt to its 
origin in the Atacama Desert of northern Chile through 
video and still photography.

The Photography of Modernist Cuisine
Accomplished scientist, author, and photographer Nathan 
Myhrvold reveals the colorful and surprising world of 
food through hyper-magnified and cutaway views.

Butterfly Garden
Explore a living exhibit filled with sunlight, plants, and 
free-flying butterflies. Timed tickets required. Members 
receive a discount.

New! Thrill Ride 360°
Opens in mid-February 
Take a ride on a roller coaster you design or fly an  
airplane over Boston in a new full-motion simulator that 
provides an unmatched dramatic experience. Timed  
tickets required. Discounts available for members.

FEATURED PRESENTATION

Live presentations are offered throughout the day  
every day in the Exhibit Halls. For current schedules:  
617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY), mos.org/daily. 

Afternoon Report
Daily; 2:30 p.m.
Join our on-stage anchor in the Gordon Current Science & 
Technology Center for a rapid-fire news report touching 
on the latest science headlines. Segments may include 
breaking news, in-depth stories, video clips, special 
guests, and reports from the field.



Special Hours and Closings

Exhibit Halls hours are extended during  
February school vacation week:

Saturday, February 14 – Thursday, February 19
9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Friday, February 20
9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Saturday, February 21
9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

4-D Theater
For showtimes and tickets: 617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 
(TTY), mos.org. Members receive a discount. Shows run  
approximately 15 minutes. 

Dora & Diego’s 4-D Adventure
Join your adventurous amigos on Nickelodeon’s  
high-speed, eye-popping chase from the warm  
rainforest to the icy Arctic.
© 2015 Viacom International Inc. All rights reserved. Nickelodeon and all 
related titles, logos and characters are trademarks of Viacom International Inc.

Planet Earth: Shallow Seas 4-D Experience
Hear the power of the ocean’s waves as they crash  
along the shoreline, and feel the salty spray as you  
surf the coast with Atlantic bottlenose dolphins.
A BBC/Discovery Channel/NHK co-production, in association with the CBC. 

Happy Feet 4-D Experience!
Journey to Antarctica to meet a lively colony of Emperor 
Penguins, then put on your dancing shoes and boogie 
with Mumble the penguin.
HAPPY FEET and all related characters and elements are trademarks of and 
© Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. 
(s15)

Mugar Omni Theater
Featuring New England’s only IMAX®  
Dome screen. For showtimes, tickets, 
and a complete list of films now playing: 
617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY), 
mos.org. Service charge waived for 
members. Shows run approximately  
50 minutes.

Sponsored by  

FEATURED FILMS

New! Humpback Whales
Opens Friday, February 13 
Join these giants of the sea on a whale-sized adventure 
as they sing, communicate, play, and care for their young.

Mystery of the Maya
Trek through the jungles of Mexico and Guatemala to 
arrive at impressive ancient ruins. Then, investigate the  
clues that can be found at these important historic sites.

Galapagos
Part adventure, part scientific exploration, Galapagos lets 
you dive beneath the waves to discover the underwater 
side of this island paradise!

Last Chance! Pandas: The Journey Home
Through Thursday, February 12
Get close to these captivating  
creatures as you learn the 
inspiring story behind  
their release into the wild.

Gilliland Observatory
Free, thanks to the generosity of the Lowell Institute.

Astronomy After Hours
Fridays beginning March 6; 8:30 – 10:00 p.m.
On clear nights, view stars, planets, the Moon, and other 
astronomical phenomena from the roof of the Museum’s 
garage! On cloudy nights, tour the inside of our Observa-
tory and participate in astronomy-related activities run  
by our knowledgeable staff. For more details and  
weather-related closure information, call our hotline at 
617-589-0267, updated by 5:30 p.m. every Friday.
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Become an Active Supporter!

The Museum receives financial support in some unique ways. Our members give through climbing, running, 
or supporting those who do.

Adult Offerings

For more information: 617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY), 
mos.org/events. Funded in part by the Barbara and Malcolm 
L. Sherman Fund for Adult Programs and by the David and 
Marion Ellis Endowment Fund. 

WORLD TREASURES

Discovering messages from the Maya.

Crops, Water, and Climate Change: What Can We 
Learn from the Maya?
Wednesday, February 11; 7:00 p.m.
The Maya’s ingenious manipulation of natural resources 
is awe-inspiring; jungle-covered ruins reveal sophisti-
cated agricultural techniques, water pipe systems, and 
reservoirs. Nonetheless, when faced with a changing 
climate, vital resources became scant and Maya civiliza-
tion was stressed beyond survival. Join several university 
scholars who are transforming our understanding of the 
Maya’s collapse and what we can learn from their won-
drous achievements and mysterious demise.

• Fee: $15.

• Purchase tickets in advance at mos.org/events.

SUSTAINING LIFE 

An ongoing look at our food and water.

Food on Film Presents: Fed Up
Wednesday, March 25; 7:00 p.m.
Traditional wisdom prescribes a simple course for weight 
loss: eat less and exercise more. Fed Up takes on 
industrial food giants and the products causing millions 
of Americans to become obese, diabetic, and difficult to 
treat. Dr. Mark Hyman, featured in the film, is a New York 
Times bestselling author and founder and medical  
director of the UltraWellness Center. Join him for a 
screening and discussion of the defining public health 
issue of our time.

•  Free, thanks to the generosity of the Lowell Institute.  
Additional funding provided by the Richard S. Morse Fund.

•  Advance registration  
begins at 9:00 a.m.,  
Monday, March 9  
for members:  
mos.org/events  
(Wednesday,  
March 11 for the  
general public). 

Lacing Up for Learning
On Monday, April 20, runners from the Museum’s Boston  
Marathon® team will lace up their sneakers for the 119th Boston 
Marathon®. They’ll run in support of Traveling Programs, which 
bring Museum programming to schools, libraries, and  
community centers throughout New England. Over the past  
six years, our teams have raised more than 
$480,000 for program development, 
new vans, and program supplies.

For more information on how  
to support our runners:  
617-589-4475,  
team.mos.org/marathon.

Summiting for Science
Challenge yourself and support the Museum by participating in 
the ninth annual Washburn Challenge! This unique fundraising 
hike of Mount Washington takes places Sunday, July 12. Scale 
New England’s tallest peak via the Ammonoosuc Ravine Trail  
or test yourself with a triathlon of hiking, engineering, and  
running. All money raised supports the Annual Fund at the  

Museum of Science.

For more information on how to climb, 
donate, or volunteer: 617-589-4475,  
team.mos.org/washburnchallenge.

  P
ho

to
 ©

 B
ra

nd
on

 C
ol

e



Member Tips for a Smoother, 
More Enjoyable Visit

•  Bring your current membership card for  
immediate Exhibit Halls entry as well as discounts 
in the Museum garage, store, and café.

•  Reserve tickets in advance to guarantee your 
preferred time. Call 617-723-2500 or visit  
mos.org a few days before your arrival. Tickets  
must be printed at the Museum by going to the box 
office, the Membership Booth, or a self-serve kiosk. 

•  Take public transportation or have a backup 
plan for parking in case the Museum garage 
reaches capacity. See mos.org/parking for ideas.

•  Avoid peak times by arriving before 10:30 a.m. 
or after 3:00 p.m. Parking is first come, first 
served; payment by credit or debit card only. 

•  Arrive at least one hour before scheduled 
shows or your Maya exhibit entry time to allow 
for parking. Late entries to timed shows and  
exhibits are not permitted.

•  Visit the member specialists at the Member-
ship Booth, open daily from 10:00 a.m. (weekends 
9:00 a.m.) until 4:00 p.m. Renew or upgrade your 
membership, purchase tickets to shows and/or 
the Maya exhibit, or find information on upcoming 
member-exclusive events.

•  Discover a variety of hands-on activities 
throughout the Exhibit Halls on most days. Stop 
by the Information Desk or Membership Booth for 
schedules (morning activities are usually available 
by 10:45 a.m.; afternoon activities by 1:45 p.m.).

Stay Informed!

Our monthly Member E-News gives you member 
event invitations, late-breaking Museum news, 
and exclusive online offers. Sign up at  
mos.org/members.

WHEN SCIENCE MEETS ART 
Shattering the boundaries between art, science, and technology.

Cosmic Loops 
Thursday, March 26; 7:15 p.m.
Soar through nebulas, galaxies, and star systems as live 
performers build a universe of musical loops. Acoustic 
double-neck guitarist Ian Ethan and Grammy Award-
winning cellist Eugene Friesen are featured in a rare 
performance complemented by the Planetarium team’s 
stunning visions in the full dome overhead.

• Fee: $18.

• Purchase tickets in advance at mos.org/events.

•  Part of the Cambridge Science Festival Celebration of Einstein. 

AND MORE

Find even more offerings at mos.org/events.

Book Club for the Curious
Thursdays, February 12 and March 12; 5:30 p.m.
Free and open to the public, these monthly book discus-
sions focus on science, technology, and their impact on 
society.

•  Location: Cambridge Innovation Center, One Broadway,  
14th Floor, Cambridge, MA.

•  February 12: The Organized Mind: Thinking Straight in the  
Age of Information Overload by Daniel Levitin.

•  March 12: I Can Hear You Whisper: An Intimate Journey 
Through the Science of Sound and Language by  
Lydia Denworth.

•  Presented in partnership with the Cambridge Innovation Center.

Coming Soon! The Science Behind the Stars
Tuesday, April 14; 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Join us in the Blue Wing to show your support for the 
Museum! Enjoy a gala evening of food, drink and fun 
interactive experiences as we toast the 2015 Star of 
STEM—Microsoft. Dan’l Lewin, Microsoft’s corporate  
vice president for technology and civic engagement,  
will accept the award. 

•  Ticket sales begin soon. For more information: 617-589-0185, 
thesciencebehind@mos.org, mos.org/thesciencebehind.

•  Fee: Individual tickets start at $300, including seated dinner 
and evening program. Sponsorship levels start at $2,500.
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The Museum’s exhibitions and educational programs receive 
important support from individual members and donors like you. 
Additional support provided by: 

The Massachusetts 
Cultural Council

Media Partner

Museum of Science   617-723-2500   617-589-0417 (TTY)   mos.org

The Museum of Science gratefully acknowledges the support of our 
Premier Partners: 

Events
For more information: 617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY), 
mos.org/events.

Bacteria and Viruses:  
The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly
Friday, March 20; 9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
Saturday, March 21; 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Learn about the microbes on us, in us, and around us, 
and how they influence human health. Participate in 
hands-on activities, including mapping the bacteria  
living on your own skin, creating your own hand sanitizer, 
and learning how a virus works. Plus, see presentations 
from Museum educators and guest scientists on cutting-
edge research in microbiology and health.

• Free with Exhibit Halls admission. 

• Sponsored by Harvard Pilgrim Health Care.

Free Film Fridays
Fridays, March 6, 13, 20, 27
Experience the magic of the Mugar Omni Theater, home 
to New England’s only IMAX® Dome screen—for free! 
Complimentary films are shown throughout the day  
each Friday in March.

• Free, thanks to the generosity of MathWorks.

•  Members may reserve tickets in advance starting the Monday 
prior to each Friday’s showings by calling 617-723-2500. 
The number of tickets is limited to the number of admissions 
permitted with your membership level.

•  The general public may pick up tickets at the box office on  
the day of the show; first come, first served. Limit two  
shows per visitor.

DON’T MISS THE EXCLUSIVE  
MUSEUM SAFARI IN 2016! 

Primates and Predators Safari in 
Tanzania & Mahale Mountains

Experience Tanzania’s national treasures, including 
Ngorongoro’s breathtaking caldera, archaeologi-
cally significant Oldupai Gorge, and the  
wildebeest calving season in the awe-inspiring 
Serengeti. Complete your wildlife experience  
with a truly unique extension traveling by dhow,  
a traditional sailing vessel, on Lake Tanganyika  
to a remote shore, home of the world’s largest 
population of free-roaming chimpanzees. 

•  Space and limited permits for chimp trekking require 
advance booking. 

•  Dates: January 23 – 31, 2016 for the safari; February 
1 – 4, 2016 for the Mahale extension.

 •  For more information or to reserve, contact Holli Adams 
(617-589-0324, hadams@mos.org) or Andrew Doherty 
(800-235-0289, andrew@thomsonsafaris.com).

P
ho

to
 C

ou
rt

es
y 

of
 A

nd
y 

B
ig

gs



3

2

4   Annual Colby Award and  
Walker Prize

On November 13, the 2014 Colby Society 

event was held, featuring the presentation 

of the 2014 Walker Prize. For their extraor-

dinary contributions of time, treasure, and 

talent, the Museum awarded the Colonel 

Francis T. Colby Award to Daphne and 

George N. Hatsopoulos, Jane and A. Neil 

Pappalardo, and Elise and Neil W. Wallace. 

The 2014 Walker Prize was awarded to 

James E. Hansen (pictured with board 

chair Howard Messing), former director 

of the NASA Goddard Institute for Space 

Studies, and an influential player  

in the study of climate change.

5   Federal Grants Accelerate Museum 
Projects 

The Institute of Museum and Library  

Services has awarded the Museum grants  

totaling $610,292 to advance two first-of-a-

kind projects. A $460,292 National Leader-

ship Grant supports a Museum-led effort to 

unite science centers across the country in  

collecting, analyzing, and sharing visitor  

data to enhance the visitor experience.  

The $150,000 Museum for America Grant 

jumpstarts construction of The Yawkey  

Gallery on the Charles River, which will use 

our unique location to explore the natural 

and engineered worlds, blending living  

animal and horticultural collections,  

interactives, and multimedia displays. 

1   Boston “Power 50” Features  
Museum President 
The Boston Business Journal recently recognized 

Ioannis Miaoulis, Museum president and 

director, and 49 other local influencers  

during the annual Power 50 cocktail party in  

November at the Boston Harbor Hotel. He  

was featured in a special edition of the maga-

zine that referenced the large capital campaign 

that’s funding our first major renovation 

in years. The Journal says Miaoulis and the 

other power players “are the ones getting 

things done and leading change in the Boston 

economy.”   

2   Returning World Treasures 

Last fall, coinciding with the opening of the  

Museum’s Maya: Hidden Worlds Revealed 

exhibition, the institution hosted a special 

event: a repatriation of 20 previously stolen 

pre-Columbian artifacts. The items were 

recovered by Homeland Security in  

Portsmouth, New Hampshire, and returned 

to the government of Peru in a signing- 

over ceremony featuring Homeland  

Security Investigations Special Agent in 

Charge Bruce Foucart and Peruvian Consul 

General Mariano Garcia-Godo McBride.  

The artifacts were on display during the  

ceremony, which was attended by several  

local news outlets.  

3   High Praise for 4-D Theater 

Major local media are enthusiastic about  

the Museum’s new 4-D Theater, which  

creates an immersive experience for visitors 

through multisensory effects. It was featured 

on WCVB Channel 5’s Chronicle and in a 

video on the Boston Globe’s website. Globe 

writer Ethan Gilsdorf, who also authored 

an article about the experience, said in the 

video, “It really makes you feel like you’re 

in the [film], and I had a great time.” And as 

the Lowell Sun’s Lily Duffield wrote, “Clearly 

this 4-D show deserves five stars for fun and 

creativity.” 

Museum News 
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General Information

DIRECTIONS AND PARKING
•  PLAN AHEAD  A state project on the Longfellow Bridge is rerouting traffic in front of the  

Museum. Please allow extra travel time or consider taking public transportation. For updates: 
mos.org/traveltips.

• Address  1 Science Park, Boston, MA 02114
• Detailed Directions  mos.org/directions 
• Parking  Museum garage parking is available first come, first served. Members receive a discount.

BOSTON DUCK TOURS
DUCKs depart from the driveway near the T. rex. Tours run daily, April – November. For reservations: 
617-267-3825, bostonducktours.com. Members receive a discount.

EVENT PLANNING
Host your next event at the Museum of Science! Food services provided by Wolfgang Puck  
Catering. For information: 617-589-0125 (Monday – Friday), events@mos.org. Members are  
eligible for special rates.

 ACCESSIBILITY
For information or accommodation requests: 617-589-3102, accessibility@mos.org,  
mos.org/accessibility. Please request ASL interpreters at least two weeks in advance.

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
Field Trips

For information about Museum field trips and other opportunities for educators, such as the  
Teacher Partner Program: educator-email@mos.org, mos.org/educators.

Traveling Programs

Bring a fun and interactive Museum program to your pre K – 8 school or community center!  
For information and reservations: 617-589-0354, travelingprograms@mos.org,  
mos.org/travelingprograms.
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STAY CONNECTED WITH  
THE MUSEUM COMMUNITY!  

For updates, special offers, and fun science:

Member E-News at mos.org/members@

IMAGINE. INNOVATE. INSPIRE. Support The Campaign for the Museum of Science. 
For more information: 617-589-0181, mos.org/campaign.
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EXHIBIT HALLS HOURS

•   Saturday – Thursday   
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
(Open until 7:00 p.m. July 5 – Labor Day)

•  Friday 
9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.

•  Thanksgiving Eve and Christmas Eve   
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

•  Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day   
Closed

Subject to change and extended during 
Massachusetts school vacations. For  
updates: mos.org/hours.

TICKETS AND MEMBERSHIP

Advance reservations recommended.  
For current prices and to purchase  
tickets: mos.org. 

For membership information: 617-589-0180, 
membership@mos.org, mos.org/members.

QUESTIONS? Call Science  
Central at 617-723-2500,  
617-589-0417 (TTY).
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Keep Cliff at the Museum!   

See cover story

MORE MAYA FOR MEMBERS

ONLY $5 FOR MEMBERS

FREE FOR MEMBERS WITH PASSES!


