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4-D Experience. Enjoy a condensed version of the cher-

ished film—the most memorable scenes are enhanced 

with thrilling special effects for a truly unforgettable 

and immersive experience for the whole family. It’s like 

being whisked to the North Pole and back, without ever 

leaving your seat! 

Check mos.org for schedule. Film runs approximately 15 minutes  
(timed ticket required). Members receive a discount.

Inside	This	Issue	

 •  4-D Favorite

•  Planetarium Show  
Takes Flight

•  Nano Brothers = Big Fun

All Aboard for 
4-D Holiday Fun!
Experience a multisensory twist  
on a film favorite.  

Take a break from your gifts and gatherings this 

season and celebrate with the Museum’s new 

4-D Theater holiday offering, The Polar Express 

Showing	Through	January	4

The Polar Express  
4-D Experience
When a doubting young boy takes an extraordinary train 

ride to the North Pole, he embarks on a journey of self- 

discovery that shows him that the wonder of life never 

fades for those who believe. THE POLAR EXPRESS  

4-D Experience is based on the inspiring and beloved 

Caldecott Medal children’s book by Chris Van Allsburg.

THE POLAR EXPRESS and all related characters and elements are trademarks  
of and © Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. 
(s14)



Science is about exploring. When it comes to 
space science, it can take years for a mission to 
go from concept to completion, and thousands 

of things can go wrong along the way. But if you want 
to uncover the secrets of the universe, you need to get 
out there with the right tools and equipment—and 
they better work. This is where engineers fit in.

By venturing deep into the fascinating world of NASA missions, 

From Dream to Discovery: Inside NASA Engineering introduces the 

field to those who otherwise might not know how exciting and 

rewarding engineering can be!

Ambitious Architects

From Dream to Discovery follows two missions at different 

stages of their life cycles. First, go inside NASA’s Goddard 

Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, Maryland, where engineers 

are building the James Webb Space Telescope, one of the 

most massive and sophisticated spacecraft ever attempted. 

Then, blast into space to follow the story of New Horizons,  

a probe currently en route to Pluto.

Each mission pushes technology—and engineers’ skills—to 

the extreme. The immense size of the James Webb telescope, 

large enough to fill a 

tennis court, presents 

a design challenge for 

its creators. However, 

once completed, 

it will allow 

scientists 

to see 

deeper 

into the 

cosmos than 

ever before. New 

Horizons is the fast-

est spacecraft ever 

launched (in 2006), 

but engineers must still 

practice patience—it 

won’t reach Pluto until July 2015.

Naturally, launching such record-breaking missions into 

space presents challenges. For NASA engineers, failure is 

common, even expected. But when the team does fail, it 

learns from its mistakes, adapting designs to make the final 

product even stronger.

MISSION(S) POSSIBLE
A new Planetarium show explores how NASA is  
engineering the future.

From Dream to Discovery  Opens December 1 in the Charles Hayden Planetarium 

JAMES WEBB  
SPACE TELESCOPE



Tech Tools of the Trade

The Charles Hayden Planetarium, powered by state-of-the-

art computers and projectors displaying fulldome video, 

brilliantly showcases a variety of engaging presenter-led and 

pre-programmed shows.

Museum staff often create the content you see on 

screen. From Dream to Discovery represents the first time 

the animators and producers in the Planetarium are 

incorporating live-action footage into a show.

Through the Museum’s partnership with NASA and Goddard, 

the filmmakers were granted 

access to spacecraft-testing 

chambers. To capture this 

exciting footage, an innovative 

camera rig made of 10 GoPro® 

cameras was used to create a 

360-degree “sphere” of video.

Some locations were 

impossible or impractical 

Spacecraft Solutions

Every detail must be incredibly precise when building 

spacecraft. Even tiny particles like a single eyelash can 

damage the delicate instruments, threatening the success of 

an entire mission.

To test their designs against these intense environments, a 

40-foot-tall space simulator is used. Massive pumps remove 

nearly every molecule of air, re-creating the vacuum of space, 

while the temperature approximates either absolute zero or 

the scorching intensity of the Sun, or anything in between.

Everyone Is an Engineer

From Dream to Discovery offers a glimpse into the engineering 

process, letting you see firsthand how a NASA mission moves 

from concept to reality. 

The show explores common themes such as problem solving, 

coping with expected and unexpected challenges, learning 

from mistakes, and working as a team. These themes 

illustrate that any time we problem solve and dare to dream, 

we can create some truly amazing things!

“Shooting video at NASA Goddard was a special  
experience in itself, but capturing 360-degree spherical 
video took it to a whole different level. The NASA  
engineers were really intrigued with the idea and 
helped us to obtain one-of-a-kind shots.”

	 —		Jason	Fletcher,	Science	Visualizer,	Charles	Hayden	Planetarium

for the cameras; these scenes were re-created using high-

end computers and the latest 3-D animation and production 

software. The computer-generated animations were then 

painstakingly blended with real location footage.

The theme of overcoming engineering challenges is, it seems, 

as pertinent to the film’s producers as it is to its subjects!  

Produced by the Museum of Science.

This material is based upon work supported by NASA under grant or cooperative 
agreement award number NNX12AL19G. Any opinions, findings, and conclusions 
or recommendations expressed in this material are those of the author(s) and do not  
necessarily reflect the views of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA).



Who Knew Physics Could Be This Fun? 
Juggling show reveals the atomic world as never before—hilarious and awe-inspiring! 

Join expert jugglers Dan and Joel for a new season of The 

Amazing Nano Brothers Juggling Show starting December 6. This 

family-friendly comedy production illuminates the science behind 

atoms, molecules, and other incredibly small things through a 

blend of drama, storytelling, and audience participation.

“Brothers” in Arms

Dan Foley and Joel Harris met in 1982 while juggling snow-

balls inside a laundromat in western New York. After years of 

practice, they can now juggle everything from potted plants to 

tennis rackets, even aboard unicycles, all while carrying on a 

rapid-fire banter with each other and the audience. 

The “brothers” regularly perform at elementary schools 

throughout the Northeast and have also delighted audiences 

at the US Science & Engineering Festival in Washington, DC. 

The show has even been translated into Polish and licensed for 

a season of performances at the Centrum Nowoczesności Młyn 

Wiedzy science center in Torun, Poland.

Showbiz and Science

The Amazing Nano Brothers Juggling Show is also a family  

favorite here in Boston. To date, the Museum has hosted  

282 performances, entertaining nearly 59,000 visitors.  

First launched in 2008, the show was conceived, written, and  

directed by Carol Lynn Alpert, director of strategic projects at 

the Museum, in close collaboration with the performers.

“I saw Dan and Joel perform at another venue, and started 

thinking that their style of juggling could be choreographed  

to provide some great visual and kinesthetic metaphors for  

the basic physics involved in nanoscale science,” says Alpert. 

“The idea was to wrap these embodied simulations into a  

dramatic story-telling structure. Dan and Joel are such  

virtuoso performers that they make it all work.”

Nano Now!

The new season of The Amazing Nano Brothers Juggling Show 

includes most Saturday afternoons from December 6 through 

May 9 in Cahners Theater (check mos.org/amazing-nano-brothers 

for dates and showtimes). Performances are free, first come, first 

served, with Exhibit Halls admission.

For more information, special performances, and outside book-

ings: 617-589-4483, nano@mos.org. 

The Amazing Nano Brothers Juggling Show was developed and performs with  
support from the National Science Foundation and the Massachusetts Technology 
Collaborative through sub-awards from the NSF Center for High-rate Nanomanu-
facturing, headquartered at Northeastern University, and the Center for Integrated 
Quantum Materials, headquartered at Harvard University.

What Is Nanotechnology?
Nanotechnology involves precision  

engineering at the scale of atoms and 

molecules, which are measured in billionths 

(10-9) of meters. Nanotechnology helps 

make faster computer chips, targeted  

drug delivery devices, “smart” building 

materials, stain-proof clothing, and other 

industrial and consumer items. 

The Amazing Nano Brothers Juggling Show  December 6 – May 9 



Has the Museum’s newest traveling exhibition, Maya: Hidden 

Worlds Revealed, piqued your interest in all things Maya?  

Curious about their culture and their association with chocolate? 

For this ancient people, when a tribute to honor the gods was 

required, only one beverage would suffice. They called it “Hot 

Kakaw”—but you probably know it better as hot chocolate.

With the help of your parents or another adult, try this recipe for Maya 

hot chocolate, perfect for warming up on a cold winter afternoon.

A New Twist on a Tradition

The Maya mixed their ceremonial drink with hot water rather 

than milk. Ground cornmeal was added to a paste made from  

the cacao bean, with vanilla, honey, and other natural flavors 

added for taste.

This bitter version isn’t as sweet as the comforting drink we’re 

familiar with today. Europeans were the first to add sweeteners 

like milk, cream, and cane sugar, giving the drink its smooth  

and frothy texture.

Maya hot chocolate also differs in another surprising way: chili 

peppers! You can leave this out if you prefer, or include them  

for a truly original taste. 

Science at Home
Make your own version of an authentic  
Maya beverage!

Hot Chocolate, Maya Style

Ingredients:

• 3 cups of water
• 1 to 2 cinnamon sticks
• 8 ounces of bittersweet Mexican chocolate
• 2 tablespoons of honey
• 1 dried vanilla bean
• 1 pinch of dried red chili (optional)

Theobroma cacao is the scientific name for the tree  

that grows cacao beans, the pods of which are essential in 

Maya hot chocolate. Theobroma comes from the Greek for  

“food of the gods,” a fitting designation considering that Maya 

cacao was a gift from the gods.

Cacao beans, grown from the cacao tree, were so important to 

Maya culture that they were used as currency. As late as the 

16th century, a single cacao bean could 

be traded for a ripe avocado or 

tomato. If you harvested 100 

cacao beans, you could 

trade them for a turkey!

1    Boil water in a large saucepan, then add cinnamon 
sticks and turn down to medium-high heat. Cook  
until the liquid is reduced to 2½ cups, then  
remove cinnamon sticks.

2     Split the vanilla bean lengthwise and add to saucepan. 
Lower heat and wait until bubbles appear around the 
edge. Then, reduce heat to low and add the chocolate 
and honey. Mix well and whisk occasionally until  
chocolate is melted.

3     Turn off heat and remove vanilla bean. Whisk  
vigorously until light and fluffy.

Spice It Up!

 If you are truly daring,  
add the dried chili  
pepper—and enjoy! 

Recipe adapted from  
yucatanadventure.com.mx/ 
cookingrecipes.htm#_Ancient_Maya_ 
Hot_Chocolate.



Calendar of Events
December 2014 – January 2015
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December January 
Order Gift Memberships
Order by today for guaranteed postal 
delivery of membership packet and card by 
December 24. All orders, regardless of date, 
include a printable certificate via email to 
present to your gift recipient.

From Dream to Discovery: Inside 
NASA Engineering  Opens
Planetarium Show—See firsthand how a 
NASA mission goes from concept to reality 
and glimpse the engineering process that 
makes it all work.  !   $  

Book Club for the Curious
Join a discussion about Gulp: Adventures  
on the Alimentary Canal by Mary Roach. 
Cambridge Innovation Center. 5:30 p.m. 

Christmas Eve
Exhibit Halls and all venues close at  
2:00 p.m.

Christmas Day
Entire Museum is closed.

Holiday Week  Begins
Exhibit Halls are open: 
Friday 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
Saturday – Tuesday 9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Note: Hours subject to change; call or check 
mos.org to confirm.

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS
Information is subject to change.  
Please confirm all dates and times:  
617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY), mos.org.

New Year’s Day
Exhibit Halls and show venues are open  
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

The Polar Express 4-D Experience    
Closes
4-D Film—Last chance to go on an extraordi-
nary adventure to the North Pole this holiday 
season on THE POLAR EXPRESS!  M  !   $  

Book Club for the Curious
Join a discussion about Stuff Matters: The 
Strange Stories of the Marvelous Materials 
that Shape Our Man-made World by Mark 
Miodownik. Cambridge Innovation Center. 
5:30 p.m. 

Summer Courses
Member registration begins for week-long 
classes for students entering grades 1 – 8. 
Register at mos.org/courses.  M  !   $  

The Thrill of the Find
William Saturno, the archaeologist who found 
the Maya site known as San Bartolo, shares 
some of his discoveries.  M  !   $  

SYMBOL KEY

M   Members may reserve tickets in advance and/or 
receive discounts. 

!   Reservations are either required or  
strongly recommended. 

$  A fee is associated with this event or exhibit.
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Made possible with support from the National Endowment for  
the Humanities.

Uncover the rise and decline of this fascinating 
civilization—including its social, natural, and spiritual 
realms—through never-before-seen artifacts, 
hands-on activities, multimedia components, and 
re-created environments. And learn how the Maya 
people and their culture endure to this day.

LIMITED ENGAGEMENT
Now On Exhibit

Special Member Discount

•  Admission at the member rate is limited to the 
number of Exhibit Halls entries permitted with 
your membership level.

•  Admission is by timed ticket only. Advance 
reservations are highly recommended.

Exhibit Highlights

•  Stand among towering stone monuments.

•  Discover the legend of the Maya ball game.

•  Admire colorful murals depicting war,  
celebration, and life.

•  Explore what everyday life was like through 
priceless artifacts.

Purchase tickets at mos.org/maya

Photo © Irafael/Shutterstock.com

Exhibit Halls 
For more information: 617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY), 
mos.org/exhibits. 

New! Maya: Hidden Worlds Revealed
Experience a true cross-section of Maya life, from the 
majesty of divine kings to the everyday life of artisans 
and laborers.

Last Chance! Water Stories: Conversations in 
Paint and Sound
Through Sunday, January 4
Anne Neely's paintings, complemented by artist  
Halsey Burgund's soundscapes, invite inquiry into  
water's role in our world and how we affect it.

The Photography of Modernist Cuisine
Accomplished scientist, author, and photographer Nathan 
Myhrvold reveals the colorful and surprising world of 
food through hyper-magnified and cutaway views.

Butterfly Garden
Explore a living exhibit filled with sunlight, plants, and 
free-flying butterflies. Timed tickets required. Members 
receive a discount.

FEATURED PRESENTATION

Live presentations are offered throughout the day  
every day in the Exhibit Halls. For current schedules:  
617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY), mos.org/daily. 

Top 10 Science Stories of 2014
Daily throughout January; 2:30 p.m.
The Current Science & Technology team has kept up 
with science news all year. In an annual tradition, the 
team highlights its picks for the ten most interesting 
and important science stories of the past year. Discover 
which ones made the cut and which one sits atop them 
all as the number one science story of 2014!
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Mugar Omni Theater
Featuring New England’s only IMAX® Dome screen. For 
showtimes, tickets, and a complete list of films now playing: 
617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY), mos.org. Service 
charge waived for members. Shows run approximately  
50 minutes.

Sponsored by  

FEATURED FILMS

New! Mystery of the Maya
Trek through the jungles of Mexico  
and Guatemala to arrive at impressive  
ancient ruins. Then, investigate the  
clues that can be found at these  
important historic sites.

New! Galapagos
Part adventure, part scientific  
exploration, Galapagos lets you  
dive beneath the waves to discover  
the underwater side of this  
island paradise!

Pandas: The Journey Home
Get close to these captivating creatures  
as you learn the inspiring story behind  
their release into the wild.

Special Hours and Closings

Holiday Week Schedule 

December 24
Museum closes at 2:00 p.m.

December 25
Entire Museum is closed.

December 26
Exhibit Halls are open 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.

December 27 – 30
Exhibit Halls are open 9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

December 31 – January 1
Exhibit Halls are open 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Gilliland Observatory: Seasonal Closing
The Museum’s rooftop observatory is closed temporarily 
due to colder temperatures. It is scheduled to reopen 
Friday, March 6 (weather permitting).

Theater of Electricity: Temporary Closing
This offering is closed January 5 – 30; rescheduled  
to reopen January 31. Check mos.org for updates.

4-D Theater
For showtimes and tickets: 617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 
(TTY), mos.org. Members receive a discount. Shows run  
approximately 15 minutes. 

Last Chance! The Polar Express 4-D Experience
Through Sunday, January 4 
Go on an extraordinary adventure to the North Pole  
this holiday season on THE POLAR EXPRESS with  
the 4-D Version of the Holiday Classic!
THE POLAR EXPRESS and all related characters and elements are  
trademarks of and © Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. 
(s14)

Dora & Diego’s 4-D Adventure
Join your adventurous amigos on Nickelodeon’s  
high-speed, eye-popping chase from the warm  
rainforest to the icy Arctic.
© 2014 Viacom International Inc. All rights reserved. Nickelodeon and all 
related titles, logos and characters are trademarks of Viacom International Inc.

Planet Earth: Shallow Seas 4-D Experience
Hear the power of the ocean’s waves as they crash  
along the shoreline, and feel the salty spray as you  
surf the coast with Atlantic bottlenose dolphins.
A BBC/Discovery Channel/NHK co-production, in association with the CBC. 



Member Tips for a Smoother, 
More Enjoyable Visit

•  Bring your current membership card for  
immediate Exhibit Halls entry as well as discounts 
in the Museum garage, store, and café.

•  Reserve tickets in advance to guarantee your 
preferred time. Call 617-723-2500 or visit  
mos.org a few days before your arrival. Tickets  
must be printed at the Museum by going to the box 
office, the Membership Booth, or a self-serve kiosk. 

•  Take public transportation or have a backup 
plan for parking in case the Museum garage 
reaches capacity. See mos.org/parking for ideas.

•  Avoid peak times by arriving before 10:30  
a.m. or after 3:00 p.m. Parking is first come,  
first served; payment by credit or debit card only. 

•  Arrive at least one hour before scheduled 
shows or your Maya exhibit entry time to allow 
for parking. Late entries to timed shows and  
exhibits are not permitted.

•  Visit the member specialists at the Member-
ship Booth, open daily from 10:00 a.m. (weekends 
9:00 a.m.) until 4:00 p.m. Renew or upgrade your 
membership, purchase tickets to shows and/or 
the Maya exhibit, or find information on upcoming 
member-exclusive events.

•  Discover a variety of hands-on activities 
throughout the Exhibit Halls on most days. Stop 
by the Information Desk or Membership Booth for 
schedules (morning activities are usually available 
by 10:45 a.m.; afternoon activities by 1:45 p.m.).

Stay Informed!

Our monthly Member E-News gives you member 
event invitations, late-breaking Museum news, 
and exclusive online offers. Sign up at  
mos.org/members.

Events
For more information: 617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY), 
mos.org/events.

Smell Bar: Chemical Arrangements
Weekends in December, 1:00 – 2:00 p.m.
What do the smells of dirt and citrus have in common? 
They could be molecules with the same chemical  
formula arranged differently! Come to the Smell Bar  
in the Gordon Current Science & Technology Center  
and celebrate your own amazing sense of smell as  
we encounter the effects of chemical arrangements  
and their odors.

Stem Cells and Engineering
Saturday, December 6; 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Tufts University engineering students will be on hand  
to engage visitors in activities centered around the topic  
of stem cells and their use in the biomedical world. Learn 
how guest educator Catherine K. Kuo, PhD, and Tufts 
engineering students are using stem cells to grow  
body parts using biomedical engineering.

• Free with Exhibit Halls admission.

The Amazing Nano Brothers Juggling Show
Select Saturdays, December – May;  
12:00 and 2:00 p.m.
Join virtuoso jugglers Dan and Joel as they provide  
a comical and unforgettable introduction to atoms,  
molecules, and nanoscale forces while juggling  
everything from baseball bats to potted plants—even 
atop seven-foot unicycles! Who knew physics could  
be this much fun?

• Free with Exhibit Halls admission.

• Length: 40 minutes.

• Check schedule at mos.org/amazing-nano-brothers.

Photo © Nicolaus Czarnecki
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Sign Up for Summer Courses!

Looking for stimulating fun for your kids this summer?  
It’s not too early to sign up for a week (or more!) of  
science courses running July 6  – August 14. Sign  
up begins January 21.

Students entering grades 1 – 8 may choose from  
morning or afternoon classes, or create a full day of fun!

• For more information and to register: mos.org/courses.

•  Summer courses are offered early to Museum members.  
Not a member? Join today: 617-723-2500, mos.org/members.

Charles Hayden Planetarium 

For showtimes and tickets: 617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY), 
mos.org. Service charge waived for members. Shows run  
approximately 35 – 45 minutes.

FEATURED SHOWS

New! From Dream to Discovery: Inside  
NASA Engineering
Opens Monday, December 1
Experience the extreme nature of spacecraft engineer-
ing and the life cycle of a space mission—from concept 
to completion! Produced by the Museum of Science. 

New! Tales of the Maya Skies
Travel through the jungles of Mexico and immerse yourself 
in the science, art, and mythology of the ancient Maya.  
A Chabot Space & Science Center production. Major  
funding provided by the National Science Foundation. 

Last Chance! Magic Tree House® Space Mission
Through Saturday, January 31
Prompted by a mysterious note left in their tree house,  
a brother-and-sister duo embark on a wondrous journey 
of adventure to answer questions about space.

Explore: The Universe
Leave the Earth behind and blast off to explore our solar 
system, the Milky Way, and beyond. Journey through the 
cosmos with a Planetarium educator as your star pilot.

Laser Shows
Friday and Saturday evenings
Enjoy sensational light displays set to popular music! Our 
lineup features legendary rockers Pink Floyd, pop icon 
Michael Jackson, and “the heaviest band in the world,” 
Led Zeppelin.
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The Museum’s exhibitions and educational programs receive 
important support from individual members and donors like you. 
Additional support provided by: 

The Massachusetts 
Cultural Council

Media Partner

Museum of Science   617-723-2500   617-589-0417 (TTY)   mos.org

The Museum of Science gratefully acknowledges the support of our 
Premier Partners: 

No Gift Wrap Necessary!

Annual Fund gifts make the excitement of scientific discovery available  
to thousands of Museum visitors each year.

As the end of 2014 approaches, we invite you to make a tax-deductible 
Annual Fund donation today. Your gift will make a substantial impact; 
we rely on charitable support to cover nearly 30% of our operating 
expenses. A gift of any amount makes an enormous difference—and  
you won’t even have to wrap it!

Please consider making a gift to the Museum of Science.  
Call 617-589-0370 or visit mos.org/donate today.

Note: The Explorers Society and Discoverers Society offer special benefits for 
donors making Annual Fund gifts of $300 or more. For more information, visit  
mos.org/explorers or mos.org/discoverers.

Adult Offerings

For more information: 617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY), 
mos.org/events. Funded in part by the Barbara and Malcolm 
L. Sherman Fund for Adult Programs and by the David and 
Marion Ellis Endowment Fund. 

WORLD TREASURES

Discovering messages from the Maya.

The Thrill of the Find:  
Murals and Mysteries of the Maya
Wednesday, January 21; 7:00 p.m.
Hear tales of adventure and discovery from William 
Saturno, PhD, the archaeologist who found the Maya 
site in Guatemala known as San Bartolo. Learn about 
its 2,000-year-old murals as well as stunning murals at 
Xultún, uncovered nearly a decade later and unlike any 
found before.

• Fee: $15.

• Purchase tickets in advance at mos.org/events.

AND MORE

Find even more offerings at mos.org/events.

Book Club for the Curious
Thursdays, December 11 and January 8; 5:30 p.m.
Feeling inquisitive? Looking for good conversation? Love 
science and books? Free and open to the public, these 
monthly book discussions focus on science, technology, 
and their impact on society.

•  Location: Cambridge Innovation Center, One Broadway, 14th 
Floor, Cambridge, MA.

•  December 11: Gulp: Adventures on the Alimentary Canal by 
Mary Roach.

•  January 8: Stuff Matters: The Strange Stories of the Marvelous 
Materials that Shape Our Man-made World by Mark Miodownik.

•  Presented in partnership with the Cambridge Innovation Center.



General Information

DIRECTIONS AND PARKING
•  PLAN AHEAD  A state project on the Longfellow Bridge is rerouting traffic in front of the  

Museum. Please allow extra travel time or consider taking public transportation. For updates: 
mos.org/traveltips.

• Address  1 Science Park, Boston, MA 02114
• Detailed Directions  mos.org/directions 
• Parking  Museum garage parking is available first come, first served. Members receive a discount.

BOSTON DUCK TOURS
Tickets sold in the Red Wing, near the Mugar Omni Theater. DUCKs depart from the driveway near 
the T. rex. Tours run daily, April – November. For reservations: 617-267-3825, bostonducktours.com. 
Members receive a discount.

EVENT PLANNING
Host your next event at the Museum of Science! Food services provided by Wolfgang Puck  
Catering. For information: 617-589-0125 (Monday – Friday), events@mos.org. Members are  
eligible for special rates.

 ACCESSIBILITY
For information or accommodation requests: 617-589-3102, accessibility@mos.org,  
mos.org/accessibility. Please request ASL interpreters at least two weeks in advance.

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
Field Trips

For information about Museum field trips and other opportunities for educators, such as the  
Teacher Partner Program: educator-email@mos.org, mos.org/educators.

Traveling Programs

Bring a fun and interactive Museum program to your pre K – 8 school or community center!  
For information and reservations: 617-589-0354, travelingprograms@mos.org,  
mos.org/travelingprograms.

Sparks!  DECEMBER 2014 – JANUARY 2015

MARKETING COMMUNICATIONS 

Director:  Carl Zukroff

Editors:   Christopher DelConte,  
Kevin Sawyer

Art Director:  Lori Sartre

Designers:    Fanny Dines, Nicole Guzzo,   
Lianne Stoddard 

CONTRIBUTORS

 Carol Lynn Alpert, Anna Brophy,  
Erica Finkelstein, Dani LeBlanc

Sparks is published bimonthly.  
Circulation: 55,000. 

© 2014 Museum of Science, Boston.  
All rights reserved. 

STAY CONNECTED WITH  
THE MUSEUM COMMUNITY!  

For updates, special offers, and fun science:

Member E-News at mos.org/members@

IMAGINE. INNOVATE. INSPIRE.  Support The Campaign for the Museum of Science. 
For more information: 617-589-0181, mos.org/campaign.

Photo © Nicolaus Czarnecki

EXHIBIT HALLS HOURS

•   Saturday – Thursday   
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
(Open until 7:00 p.m. July 5 – Labor Day)

•  Friday 
9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.

•  Thanksgiving Eve and Christmas Eve   
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

•  Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day   
Closed

Subject to change and extended during 
Massachusetts school vacations. For  
updates: mos.org/hours.

TICKETS AND MEMBERSHIP

Advance reservations recommended.  
For current prices and to purchase  
tickets: mos.org. 

For membership information: 617-589-0180, 
membership@mos.org, mos.org/members.

QUESTIONS? Call Science  
Central at 617-723-2500,  
617-589-0417 (TTY).
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4   Taking “It” to the Streets
The Museum’s community relations  

department strives to attract the broadest 

audience through efforts within and outside 

the institution. Its Street Team, where staff 

and volunteers take “it” (science, technology, 

engineering, and math, or STEM) to the 

streets, facilitates fun, educational activities 

at neighborhood festivals, Library Family 

Literacy Days, and more. Recent fall events 

ranged from a Countdown to Kindergarten 

in East Boston to a Raptors Festival at the 

Boston Nature Center in Mattapan. As of  

December, the team brought STEM activities 

to approximately 2,500 individuals. Visit our 

Facebook page for events near you!

5   Top Spot for Top Chef

For the past several years, the Museum  

has been examining the topic of food 

through many lenses, including the science, 

technology, and art of cooking. What better 

venue, then, to host the season 12 premiere 

of TV’s preeminent cooking show, Bravo’s 

Top Chef? On Wednesday, October 15, viewers 

watched as the show’s 16 “cheftestants,” 

including Stacy Cogswell, executive chef at 

Brookline’s Regal Beagle, competed against 

one another in the Museum’s outdoor  

waterfront Washburn Pavilion.

1   Washburn Award Golden Anniversary

The Bradford Washburn Award annually 

recognizes those who have made an outstanding 

contribution toward public understanding 

and appreciation of science. Marking its  

50th anniversary, the 2014 award was given to 

three distinguished recipients: Richard Saul 

Wurman, creator of TED; Sir Timothy  

Berners-Lee, inventor of the World Wide Web; 

and Michael R. Bloomberg, 108th mayor of 

New York City. Museum supporters gathered 

on October 23 to celebrate this landmark  

anniversary and the extraordinary honorees. 

2   Bringing Out the BEST

The Museum’s new BEST Partnership  

Program supports students with autism 

from two Boston Public schools. Museum 

staff, Boston University occupational therapy 

graduate students, and the BPS teachers 

team up to create six weeks of field trips 

that help middle-school-age students feel 

comfortable in the Museum and spark their 

passion and curiosity for science. Through-

out their visits, students develop social and 

science skills while participating in special 

programs, live presentations, and Exhibit 

Halls exploration.

3   Inspiring Exhibits

The Museum hosts traveling exhibits that 

educate and entertain, but one that helps 

get you into the White House? That’s 

what happened to Sienna Mazone of  

Dresden, Maine, after visiting Innovation 

in the Art of Food: Chef Ferran Adrià, about 

the internationally known chef. She was 

“inspired to consider color, flavor, and 

texture” as Adrià always has, in creating her 

winning Mexican Haystacks dish for the  

nationwide Healthy Lunchtime Challenge, 

part of Michelle Obama’s Let’s Move!  

campaign. Representing her home state at a 

Kids’ State Dinner, she was thrilled to meet 

the First Lady herself.

Museum News 
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The Polar Express 4-D Experience 

See cover

Give the Gift of Membership!
Your friends and family will enjoy a full year  

of inspiring discoveries and great benefits— 

including discounts to traveling exhibitions  

like Maya: Hidden Worlds Revealed.  

All orders are accompanied  

by a certificate via email 

to print for your gift 

recipient.*

Call our member 

specialists at  

617-589-0180,  

617-589-0417(TTY) 

TODAY.

*Order by December 1 for guaranteed postal delivery of packet and cards by December 24.

See calendar inside  
or mos.org/maya

NOW ON EXHIBIT 
Limited Engagement


